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Alumni to offer business advice 


Popular panel is 
being held again 


By MICHAEL ANDERSON 
Correspondent 


Aspiring entrepreneurs will get 


the chance to listen to the business. 


' advice of four recent alum; who have 


' built suecessful businesses in the. 


area, during the 3rd Entrepreneurship 
Panel Discussion on Feb. 26. | 

The panelists involved this year 
include Catherine Chang of Chester, 
N.H., Blaise Coco of Windham, 
N.H., Tim Coco of Haverhill, and 
Nancy Clover of Methuen. 

Catherine Chang who has spoken 
at a discussion panel in the past is 
honored to get another opportunity to 
talk to people at Northern Essex 
Community College about her expe- 
riences in the business world. 

“Tt feels so good to share my 
experience with other people. I feel 
like I have something to give back, 
and the feeling of sharing is invalu- 
able.” Chang is the founder of 
Chang’s Tae Kwon Do America in 


/ 


Bradford and Methuen. She graduat- 
ed from Northern Essex in 1995. 
People might be familiar with the 
Coco name because Blaise Coco is 
the founder and owner of the real 


_estate company Coco, Early & 


Associates. He graduated from the 
Business Management program in 
1990. Tim Coco who also graduated 


- in 1990, founded Coco and Co., a 


strategic marketing company. While 


Nancy Clover is the founder of 


Occupational Health Connections 
which is a medical staffing agency. 
She graduated from Northern Essex 
in 1998 with a liberal arts degree. 

Everyone at Northern Essex 
loves to hear success stories from 
people who have graduated and 
moved on. It just shows that the sky 
is limitless on what everyone can do. 
The stories are all fascinating, and 
everyone has been on a different jour- 
ney that has taken them to different 
places, 

“T always like to hear what our 
alumni have done with their lives 
once they leave Northern Essex. Our 
panel members have interesting sto- 
ries to tell,” Libby Jensen, director of 
alumni and donor relations at 
Northern Essex Community College 
said. Jensen also said this event is not 


only interesting to listen to, it is also 
quite popular. In fact, the last time 
this event was held, approximately 


- 100 students and guests attended. 


Students and guests who attend 
this free public event will get the 
charice to listen to the panelists 
advice on how they built their busi- 
nesses. The panelists will also discuss 
what they do, and the time they spent 
in getting their businesses up and 
running. Some of the most important 
advice they will share is the obstacles 
that they had to overcome, and the 
advice they wish they had when they 
were first starting their business 
endeavors. 

For some people this discussion 
could be the first step towards begin- 
ning a business, but any future entre- 
preneur who is interested in that 
would benefit a lot from this panel. 
Real life experience is the best educa- 
tion someone can get in the real 
world. 

“Tf you are. thinking of possibly 
starting your own business, I highly 


‘encourage you to stop by,” Jensen 


added. 

The discussion will be held on 
Thursday, Feb. 26, in the Technology 
Center on the Haverhill campus from 
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 


More bad 
budget news 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


NECC has received yet another 
budget cut of $139,000, which 
“while not a huge amount,” accord- 
ing to President David Hartleb, is in 
addition to the $1.2 million cut the 
college received in October. 

is results in a total loss of 
$1.34 million in the college’s state 
support for the current fiscal year. 

The cut was made by Gov. Deval 
Patrick, using powers which allow 
him to cut spending during fiscal 
emergencies. 

In addition to announcing the 
additional cuts to this year’s budget, 
Patrick introduced his proposed 
budget for the next fiscal year, which 
begins in July. 

And it is this that frustrated and 
worried Hartleb the most. 

_ “It was a terrible disappoint- 
ment,” Haritleb said. 

This is because instead of giving 
eee budget reduction amounts 
or each individual college, as was 
done in the past, the governor only 
proposes a lump sum reduction of 16 
percent, or approximately $3 million, 
to allocate among all the community 
and state colleges. 

“We will not know if we will 
receive more or less that the 16 per- 
cent reduction” as a result, Hartleb 
said. 

“The most disturbing is the lump 
sum allocation...this gives him 
(Patrick) complete power to control 
our budget and takes away most of 
the (Board of Trustees) authority. It’s 
an affront to the college leadership,” 
Hartleb said. 

According to the governor’s 
budget proposal, this new system 


“will allow campuses to make unique 
proposals...to request funds.” 

“We will lobby hard to change 
the governor’s proposal,” Hartleb 
said. 

As a result of the current cuts, 
Hartleb said, “the next few months 
will be interesting and challenging.” 

The main challenge is that the 
$139,000 that was recently cut has to 
be made up this fiscal year, which 
ends in June, according to Vice 
President of Administration and 
Finance Sue Wolfe. 

“We need to find a lot of money 
(by July) and unfortunately one of 

e areas we have to look at is posi- 
tions, and when we identify positions 
we will give as much notice as we 
can,” Wolfe said. 

Wolfe did not say which specific 
positions will be reduced or eliminat- 
ing, stating “most of those decisions 
haven’t been made yet, but said “T 
expect that there will be layoffs in the 
majority of divisions.” 

In addition to possible layoffs, 
and continuing from the previous 
budget cut, selected vacant positions 
will remain unfilled, according to 
Wolfe. 

The president has also eliminated 
all out if state travel that is not either 
funded through a grant or determined 
to meet an papi ced college need. 

Another challenging area of the 
budget is snow removal. 

As of December the college had 
spent just under 20 percent of its 
snow removal budget, according to 
Wolfe, but last year at that time it had 
only spent 3 percent. 

“T expect we will be challenged 
to meet the budget in that area,” 
Wolfe said. 

Currently, the college has spent 
over half of its $120,000 snow 
removal budget. 


GSA hopes to open ‘Q-Center’ 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


The Gay/Straight Alliance is hop- 
ing they’Il soon have a place on cam- 
pus to call their own. 

The club is in talks with the 
administration on the possibility of 
opening a “Q-Center,” which is “a 
lounge for gay and gay friendly peo- 
ple,” club Vice President Jacob 
Friend said. 

Friend and other club officers 
have already met with Assistant Dean 
of College Life Nita Lamborghini, 
whom he called responsive to the 
idea. 

“Tt’s in the works,” Friend said. 

According to Friend they are 
looking at various spots on campus 
that would be suitable for the lounge 
but no particular spot has been decid- 
ed upon yet. 

Besides being “a place for people 
to go in and relax,” Friend said the 
lounge will also be a resource for 
NECC students. 

“T think it could bring a lot of 
positive change to the college, and it 
will spread awareness to the students 
that GSA is there and is always open 


for them,” club President Misha 
Kossodo said. 

The idea to open such a lounge 
on the NECC campus came from a 
trip Friend took last year to visit 
friends at UMass Boston. 

“At UMass Boston they had a Q- 
Center and every time I walked by it 
there was always 10 to 15 people in 
it,” Friend said. 

When he became a student at 
NECC and got involved in the GSA 
Friend decided to “go for it” and 
introduced the idea to the club at the 
first meeting of this semester. 

At that meeting all the club mem- 
bers present supported Friend’s idea. 

The club is also hoping its new- 
found popularity and presence on 
campus will help them with their 
efforts. 

“We actually have pull now,” 
Friend said. 

At the end of last semester the 
GSA was one of the largest clubs on 
campus with over 30 registered mem- 
bers. 

Indeed, the club was so popular 
last semester that it added a second 
meeting during the week for members 
to meet and socialize just because 
there was such a demand for it. 
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Whose senate is it anyways? 


The NECC Student Senate is 
attempting to rewrite its constitution 
in order to better serve and represent 
the students of this college. We sup- 
port their efforts if it truly results in 
better representation of the students. 
The senate should represent the inter- 
ests of the students, and not the inter- 
ests of the administration. Otherwise 
it is just a farce. 

The senate does serve an impor- 
tant purpose and has important pow- 
ers. The student senators, and only 
the students, have the power of the 
vote. And they vote on issues that 
affect students throughout campus, 
especially those in clubs. The senate 
decides the budget allocation each 
club receives and also if a club can 
even become, or remain, a club. 

The senate also addresses impor- 


tant issues facing students, such as _ 


the smoking ban and shuttle difficul- 
ties. Although their actions some- 
times show little results, the potential 
power is there for initiating change. 

But the senate often expresses 
frustration on their lack of progress 
and action on these issues. They feel 
they have a lot of obstacles in their 
way, but their biggest obstacle may 
be themselves. That is because no 
mattter what outside obstacles they 
face the senate still has the power of 
their votes. And that is the power to 
truly make change, for both within 
the senate and within the campus. 

If rewriting the constitution, and 
reclaiming the power that the senate 
is responsible for, is going to be the 
push the senate needs to-be the 
organization it has the potential to be 
then their efforts should be support- 
ed. We urge the senate, just remem- 
ber who you’re doing it for. 


SO A-ROD TOOK STEROIDS 
APOLOGIZED! HE ae WAS SORRY, 


THE ans A WEROLA A REAL HERO! 
EVER MEET A TRUE HERO? 


THE 


MY 7 NESRECE EOE HE'S CARRYING | 
A RIFLE IN AFGHANISTAN. 


LOOK, | WATCHED HIM PLAY! | GOT HIS 
AUTOGRAPH! NOBODY HIS ABALL LIKE 


ES 


Se ee 
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What are you going to do with your economic 


stimulus check? 


Spring 2009 Observer Staff 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer @necc.mass.edu 
*Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 


Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 Lathon Jones Downing, Jacob Friend, Theater Brittany Sn Pane 
Liberal Arts “Holy [expletive] I’m getting a “I’m going to go shopping and 
While we attempt to publish all letters, I would actually pay off some of __ stimulus check?” goout for dinner at a really 


my loans or buy some new 


expensive restaurant.” 
clothes.” 


we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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What progress have we made in 
Afghanistan after all this time? 


The war in 
Afghanistan has been 


lost in the shuffle 


By HANSEL Lopez 
Opinion Editor 


I’m hoping 
most ‘of you 
still remember 
that there’s still 
a war going on 


in Afghanistan, 
right? That’s 
right; you 


know that orig- 
inal war that’s 
been . going 
since Oct. 7 of 2001. Yeah I would 
have thought or at least liked to think 
that it would be over by now. Turns 
out we’re nowhere near done and it’s 
starting to feel like we don’t have a 
concrete plan for “victory.” 

I guess what’s got me thinking 
about the whole Afghanistan situa- 
tion was President Barack Obama’s 
recent announcement of an addition- 
al 17,000 troops shipping there. That 
amount may seem shocking but keep 
in mind that Gen. David McKiernan 
wanted 30,000 more soldiers effec- 
tively doubling the amount of troops 
already in Afghanistan. 

How did Afghanistan get so bad 
that 17,000 more soldiers were need- 
ed? The bulk of it is because of a 
recent Taliban resurgence and the 


inability to secure volatile area that is 
the border between Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. Also worth mentioning is 
the fact that the Afghan government 
led by President Amir Karzai hasn’t 
been able to gain control over many 
of the more dangerous areas and its 
economy is in shambles. 

‘However if there is something 
that definitely plays a factor in the 
need for more troops it is the Iraq war 
which for the. most part has been 
occurring simultaneously. There are 
over 140,000 soldiers in Iraq as 
opposed to the roughly 36,000 that 


‘are in Afghanistan. 


The question now is why so 
much attention is being placed on the 
Iraq war which at least to me has long 
come across as unnecessary versus 
the war in Afghanistan which was 
supposed to be the important one to 
many Americans. Now that the ten- 
sions have boiled down in Iraq we get 
to realize that we’ve neglected 
Afghanistan and that there no longer 
is a clean cut plan for victory. 

Why this happened can be debat- 
ed. Was this a product of the media 
frenzy and subsequent fallout that 
came with the Iraq war? Was this all 
about the natural resources and the 
chance for profit? Or another theory 
is that if you participate in two major 
wars at the same time you’re bound 
to lose focus somewhere. Maybe it 
all boils down to losing focus on both 
wars because the government is too 
busy trying to decide if it’s liberal or 
conservative. 

Now that we’re refocused on 


Afghanistan we have to think about 
how to succeed in a war that you 
can’t really win. Sure we can come 
close to literally killing all the mem- 
bers of Al Qaeda but it’s hard to kill 
an idea or a belief and what most 
people don’t realize is that the more 
fighting occurs in Afghanistan and 
the civilian casualties rack up we 
might be inadvertently creating more 
insurgents. 

Originally the plan was to defeat 
the Taliban and Al Qaeda and to cap- 
ture Osama Bin Laden. For the first 
few weeks that seemed to be working 
and it was just a matter of time before 
Bin Laden was apprehended. Then 
our focus shifted and the United 
States sort of remained in limbo for a 
few years regarding Afghanistan 
until things got bad again. 

I don’t mean to come across as 
the bad guy here but sometimes I 
can’t help to feel that if the United 
States really wanted to capture Bin 
Laden it would have. From what the 


media made it seem Bin Laden was ~ 


hidden in the more mountainous area 
of the country and was being cut off 
from his resources so he should have 
been out of the picture in no time. I 
mean the United States managed to 
capture Saddam Hussein so some 
would figure Bin.Laden would fol- 
low soon after. 

We can only hope that some kind 
of rational conclusion to these wars 
can be found within the next few 
years because by the looks of things 
nobody is coming out as the winner 
in this fight. 


No love for Obama? 


Is the presidential 
honeymoon already 
over? 


By MERISSA LIVERMORE 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


The year of 
2009 rang in 
with people 
saying things 
like, “dreams 
can come 
true,” and, 
“change is 
here.” All of 
these things 
were because the first black presi- 


dent-elect was to be inaugurated 
toward the end of January. It’s been a 
little over a month since President 
Obama was sworn in and already it 
feels as if the honeymoon is over. 
One week into his four year term 
President Obama had to release a 
statement to the people of the United 
States that things were going to get a 
lot worse before they got better. Well 
shame on him for thinking the 
American people would understand. 
Americans expect results and they 
expect them right away without ever 
having to lift a finger themselves, so 
the fact that Obama will not be able 
to fulfill his promises immediately 
puts him in an unfavorable position. 
There is just one thing that the 
American people seem to refuse to 
acknowledge though. This is not 


Obama’s fault. 
Everyone elects the president and 


expects him to overcome mountain- — 


ous obstacles in the first week and 
they tend to ignore the fact that for 
the most part the president can’t take 
a crap without congress approval. It 


is not so much the president that the © 


American people need to make all 
the promises to fix the economy and 
help end the war in Iraq, it’s all the 
congressmen and senators. They are 
the ones who can overturn a presi- 
dent’s decision, whether it be a pass 
or veto on a bill, it doesn’t matter; the 
house has the power to overrule and 
overturn everything the president 
signs. 

Another thing that the American 
people tend to forget is that all pres- 
idents have to break promises and 


A deeper look at a 
condition that affects 


many of our veterans 


By KASHMIR FRIZELLE 
Correspondent 


Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder is 
a serious issue that is affecting more 
than 20 percent of soldiers returning 
from Iraq. Not only is it one of the 
most serious disabilities affecting the 
veterans, it is one that is not being 
identified enough. ; 

PTSD is an anxiety disorder that 
can develop after exposure to a terri- 
fying event or ordeal in which grave 
physical harm occurred or was 
threatened, according to the National 
Institute of Mental Health website. It 
is not surprising that war veterans 
first brought it into public attention, 
since they are exposed to threatened 
physical harm daily while deployed. 

Some of the symptoms of PTSD 
are feeling emotionally numb, losing 
sleep, feeling irritable, becoming 
more aggressive and, in some cases, 
becoming violent. Seeing as a few of 
these symptoms could actually cause 
other people harm, it is appalling that 
it is not being treated or even identi- 
fied in soldiers while they are still in 
the military. ; 

It seems that a big reason why 
this disorder is not being treated in 
the extraordinary number of soldiers 
who actually have it is that they are 
afraid to seek help because of the 
stigma involved. 

“It’s. the whole, like, you’re 
afraid that your peers will think that 


that all current presidents have to 
deal with what the last president left 
behind before they can start to even 
try to fulfill the promises that they 
made. The simple fact comes down 
to this: Clinton rode on 12 years of 
republican rule, the peaceful transi- 
tion during his presidency was not 
because of Bill Clinton, but because 
of Ronald Reagan and George Bush 
Sr, the same goes for the dreaded 
George W. Bush. He had to ride in 
on everything Clinton allowed to 
fall, and Sept. 11, believe it or not 
was not his fault, but Clinton’s, the 
war though is his fault. To see if 
Bush did anything to improve upon 
situations will show in Obama’s 
first two to three years when all his 
policies effects can be felt. Obama 
needs not only this four years to 


PTSD awareness 


you’re not mentally tough enough to 
handle the rigors of war,” says Scott 
Dempsey. “Afraid that they won’t 
trust you in a combat 
Situation...afraid that you are weak 
yourself.” 

Dempsey is a Lynn native and an 
Operation Iraqi Freedom Veteran. He 
knows firsthand about living with 
PTSD, and also about the decision to 
seek help for it. He says that it took 
almost an entire year after returning 
home from Iraq before he really 
understood why he felt the way he 
was feeling. 

Not only is it the stigma attached 
to seeking help that is causing PTSD 
to not be treated in most, it is the fact 
that it sometimes takes some time for 
everything to sink in for the soldier. 
According to Pfc. Dempsey, it took 
two weeks to a month after returning 
home before he noticed that some- 
thing was seriously wrong. 

“I could sleep through mortar 
attacks while in Iraq. I could stand up 
and walk into a situation where bul- 
lets are flying all over the place. 
What has happened now that I’m not 
in that situation anymore?” Said 
Dempsey. “I didn’t have a problem 
then, why do I have one now?” 

Dempsey says that although the 
stigma will probably not go away any 
time soon. Considering the fact that 
the suicide rate for Iraqi veterans is 
the highest compared to any other 
war, getting help will most likely 
help out in a huge way. 

PTSD is something that will most 
likely never be cured, but people who 
are suffering from it can learn to live 
with it. They can learn how to block 
those traumatic experiences out, and 
let the good ones in. 


start to change this country around, 
but another four if he is actually 
going to make a difference. 

So for all you people who voted 
for President Obama, give him a 
break. All this crap is not his fault 
and all the future crap won’t com- 
pletely be his either for a couple of 
years. For the people like me who 
didn’t vote Obama, we owe him a 
chance to prove that he deserved 
the chance he was given. So 
remember the next time you want 
to bitch about the president and 
how he’s not getting things done 
fast enough, vote for a senator or 
congressman that wants what he 
wants and what you want or there 
will be no progress in this country 
most of us like to call home. 


‘American’ article raises some 


interesting points: 


To the Editor: 


Hansel Lopez asks “What does it 
really mean to be American?” He is 
correct; it is a question that is very 
worthy of thought. In his attempt to 
find an answer he bumped into many 
puzzling thoughts and with good rea- 
son. To be an American is to be schiz- 
ophrenic. We are the land of opportu- 
nity but only to those we deem wor- 
thy of immigration. We believe in 
equality but yet all somehow accept 
that a degree from an Ivy League will 
get you further than a degree from a 
public institution. We believe we can 
“make peace” by “making war”. We 
believe in the basic rights of all peo- 
ple but give more rights to the rich. 


We believe in separation of church 
and state yet have “In God We Trust” 
imprinted on our currency and that 
we are “under God” in our Pledge of 
Allegiance. We believe that people 
should be independent but provide 
large welfare programs for those who 
are not. We believe that all children 
should be give equal access to educa- 
tion and tolerate school districts that 
spend $4,000 per student to coexist 
with those who spend $12,000. NH 
believes we should “live free or die” 
but just try sunbathing on Hampton 
beach in the nude and see how “free” 
you are. We believe in the sanctity of 
life but allow abortions and death 
penalties. We were founded on the 
principle that all men were created 


equal (unless your skin color was not 
the right shade). We believe in the 
rights of sovereign nations but wiped 
out the Indians when we “needed” 
the land and invaded Iraq when we 
wanted to. We believe in individual 
expression but just trying saying 
something controversial and see how 
you are looked at. When we were a 
young and growing nation these 
opposites were overlooked as we 
needed so much attention on our 
growth. Now when we are perhaps 
in our decline, they may come back 
to haunt us. 


Sincerely, 
George Medelinskas 
NECC Faculty 


Shuttle bus is unreliabl 


Dear Editor: 


I am writing about problems stu- 
dents are having with the shuttle bus 
service from Lawrence. The service 
has many complaints from students. 
The reason why I don’t like taking 
the school’s shuttle buses is because 
there are only two buses taking the 
students to school. It shouldn’t be 
like that. 


Sometimes the buses get so . 


packed that I can’t even fit in. Like 
last week I got up early in the morn- 
ing so I could get on the 7:15, bus but 
I couldn’t get on. There wasn’t room 
for me on the bus, so I waited for the 
7:30 bus, but I still missed my morn- 
ing class in Haverhill because there 
wasn’t even room on the second bus. 
Sometimes students just go home 


disgusted because they can’t get on 
the bus. 

In addition to missing classes, the 
bus situation makes students tense. 
There are often tensions and argu- 
ments about who arrived first. (Why 
don’t they have a machine where you 
can take a ticket?) In addition the 
buses are often late. The school 
should have more buses for the stu- 
dents so they all could fit so that 
nobody would have to miss a day of 
class. Nobody would have to go 
through the stress of wondering if 
there is going to be room on the bus. 
Nobody would have to argue over 
who got there first. 


Yours truly, 
Jorge Cirino 
NECC Student 
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Lessons learned from ‘Milk’ Britney did it again 


Although strides have 
been made, gays are 


still treated unfairly 


By MARY MARSHALL 
Correspondent 


Harvey 
Milk was a 
man who stood 
against a nation 
plagued by 
homophobic 
ignorance. He 
sacrificed 
everything, his 
| life, to fight for 
a cause. This is 

a cause that men and women all 
across the nation are still fighting for 
to this day. 

The movie “Milk” shows the 
story of his struggle to get what all 
men and women deserve. It shows 

_ how he had to change how people in 
this country thought. The film is bril- 
liant in its portrayal of how hetero- 
sexual people of the 1970s viewed 
gays and gay rights. Sadly homosex- 
uality is still viewed, by some, the 
same way it was 30 years ago. 

Harvey Milk was ‘campaigning 
for gay rights at a time where homo- 
sexuality was looked at as a disease 
that people thought could be cured. 
Others thought it was against the law, 
against God’s law. In one case in the 
1970s a man was sent to prison on the 
charge of having consensual sex with 
another man. That was the same 
decade that the first openly gay man, 
Harvey Milk, would be elected to the 
Board of Supervisors in San 


Francisco. 

The right to love is a basic human 
right that all people deserve; it is 
something gays were denied and are 
still working to change. Today gays 
are fighting two major issues, mar- 
riage and adoption rights. Marriage 
and adoption are things the hetero- 
sexual community takes for granted. 

There are only two states that 
will issue marriage licenses to same- 
sex couples, 
Connecticut. New York will recog- 
nize marriages by same-sex. couples 
legally entered into in another juris- 


Massachusetts and 


Many homosexuals are asked 
why they feel the need to “live their 
lifestyle so loudly.” They are asked 
why they think it’s necessary to put 
gay pride flags on their homes, or 
stickers on their cars. Straight people 
don’t do things like that, they say. 
Well straight people don’t have to 
fight to get married, adopt children, 
have spousal privileges and many 
more. The straight people of the 
world just get the right to do those 
things, they don’t have to give their 
life like Harvey Milk did, and that’s 


Se 
Today gays are fighting two major 
issues, marriage and adoption rights. 
Marriage and adoption are two things 
the heterosexual community takes for 


granted. 


« 


diction, but will not issue marriage 
licenses. Allowing same-sex couples 
to get married will have no impact on 
heterosexual marriages, there is no 
reason gay couples should be denied 
marriage in state. 

Being a homosexual in no way 
changes a person, therefore it in no 
way makes them unfit to raise chil- 
dren. There are 10 states,- and 
Washington: D.C., where same-sex 
couples can jointly petition to adopt 
statewide. Florida, Mississippi and 
Utah prohibit gay couples from 
adopting. 


why they, as heterosexuals, don’t 
have to “live loudly.” 

Harvey Milk united a group of 
“outcasts” and turned them into a 
community that can be proud of who 
they are, and where they can be out 
and still be safe. : 

Milk said, “If a bullet should 
enter my brain, let that bullet destroy 
every closet door.” He wasn’t cam- 
paigning for his personal gain, he 
was campaigning so that all gays 
would be treated equal. 

For more information on gay 
rights and current issues visit 
http://www.hre.org. 
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Why is Britney 
Spears subject to 


censorship? 


By BRITTANY WRIGHT 
Correspondent 


Does the 
_ reputation of a 
» celebrity deter- 
/ mine whether 
/ or not their 
S songs are inap- 
propriate or is it 
the actual lyrics 


themselves? 
Recently the 
“famous Pop 


Princess Britney Spears has had to 
deal with the controversy about her 
new album single “If You Seek 
Amy.” The song is about people at a 
club trying to find a girl named Amy, 
however, the song has a twist to it, 
and in the chorus it says “All of the 
boys and all of the girls are begging 
to If You Seek Amy.” Which makes 
no sense at all, but if you say those 
last four words really fast it sounds 
like “F— me”. Now parents are 
becoming offended and due to com- 
plaints from the Parental Television 
Council, the FCC feels as though 
their guidelines need to be stricter. 
With that being said, then how is 
it that Britney’s. rival Christina 
Aguilera can sing “Some days I’m a 
super bitch,” or rapper Lil Wayne can 
sing “she lick me like a lollipop.” 
Could it be that these parents truly 
honestly believe that her song is inap- 
propriate, or is it the fact Britney has 
made so many mistakes in her past 


such as her disaster of a marriage to 
Kevin Federline, her skills as a mom, 
or her mental issues she started hav- 
ing causing her to snap and shave her 
head. That definitely doesn’t help her — 
situation, so could it be that those 
other two celebrities have a respect- 
ful status quo and that gives them a 
little more leverage in what they can 
and cannot say on the radio. 

Fox News aired a report on the 
topic.and held a debate. In the report 
Defense Attorney David Wohl who 
was completely appalled by the song 
said “It is bad enough to come home 
to a 9-year-old singing Viva Viagra 
from a commercial she watched on 
television, I mean, it is so hard to be 
a parent nowadays without having to 
monitor what your children has to 
watch on TV. Let alone a song they 
hear on the radio.” 

Northern Essex student Desiree 
Demers, 18, has an 8 year old sister 
that loves to listen to music, and is 
always coming home from school 
singing and dancing from songs she 
hears on the radio. Recently Desiree 
had asked her younger sister what she 
thinks the song is about and her sister 
replied “Duh? It’s about Amy.” 


Desiree said “no eight year old is — 


going to pick up on the hidden mean- 
ing, so I don’t know why parents are 
getting so upset.” 2 
Britney Spears may have a bad 
reputation because of all the crazy 
things she has done in her past, but if 
Katy Perry can say “I kissed a girl 
and I liked” on the radio why can’t 
Britney be creative and secretly say 
“F— me” just by saying the words 
“If You Seek Amy” fast if people are | 
going to be so offended because of 
that...then change the station. 
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Do we climate change? 


The unexamined 
truths behind global 


warming 
By SAM SAWYER 
Correspondent - 
ssentially 
very news 


(a few people 
have ques- 
tioned the 
accepted theo- 
: ty. ‘This has 
always interested me, so, after a few 
days of correspondence, I traveled to 
Newton, Mass. to interview Richard 
Lindzen, Alfred P. Sloan Professor of 
Atmospheric Sciences at M.L.T. I had 
seen the documentary, “The Great 
Global Warming Swindle,” a movie 
he was interviewed in.-It raised some 
interesting and provocative ques- 
tions, and presented some interesting 
science I had never seen before. I 
became interested in the issue of cli- 
mate change, and the differing view- 
points, especially those not frequent- 
ly represented in the mass media. 
My first question to the professor 
was, “Why do you think manmade 
climate change is not true, and what 
do you think is actually driving it?” 
He took issue with my word choice, 
. but after I rephrased my question, he 
answered, “Lots of things drive cli- 
mate change, it’s a matter of how 
important they are and can they be 
distinguished from each _ other. 
There’s not one thing that drives cli- 
_mate, climate is always changing, 
sometimes without any outside cause 
whatsoever.” -He continued, saying, 
“The climate has changed throughout 
the history of the earth. It’s been 
much warmer than it is today. 
Sometimes it changes due to orbital 


changes, sometimes to nothing at all. 


Fhe changes we’ve seen in the last 
hundred years are very small. Has 


man helped to warm the globe? The 
answer is some, probably relatively 
little, certainly too little at this stage 
to actually help [warm the globe.]” 
While the causes can be argued 
over, the effect of a warmer globe on 
life as we know it is of serious con- 
cern to many Americans. “Regardless 
of whether or not mankind has any 
effect on climate change, do you 
think that the fears of a warmer globe 
are rational?” He said, “No.” 
He compared them to the fears 


of an 80’s famine, the Y2K scare and . 


from the 70’s the fear of a coming ice 
age. 
“Almost all disasters, real or 


forecast, depend on the alignment of | 


many factors, almost none of which 
are predictable.” He said. 

One element of this issue that 
confuses me is, while there is a sig- 
nificant amount of hard science to 
support Lindzen’s and others’ claims, 
I’ve wondered why most climate sci- 
entists don’t endorse those claims. 
His answer was surprising, and raised 
some interesting questions. “First of 
all, very few scientists work in cli- 
mate; second of all, nobody has ever 
polled those scientists.” 

I thought about this claim, and 
realized that the only evidence I’d 
heard to support the premise of my 


question was from a statistic in “An_ 
* Inconvenient Truth.” Al Gore cited a 


study that looked at roughly 900 peer 
reviewed scientific articles about cli- 
mate change, and none of them ques- 
tioned the theory of man-made CO2 
driven global warming. That con- 
fused me, because I have seen multi- 
ple documentaries that featured sci- 
entists and professors from reputable. 
places, who had differing opinions 
from the norm. Prof. Lindzen says 
that this is because, to paraphrase his 
words, the system that that study was 
done with is extremely flawed. While 
I can’t speak about that specific 
study, it seems strange to me that Mr. 
Gore seems very insistent in assuring 
his viewers that no real scientists dis- 
agree with this theory, yet I have met 


one in person. I recently learned that -: 


Gore owns his own carbon offset 
company. (A carbon offset company 


is paid by a client to do something 
such as plant trees, to try to, as the 
name implies, offset their personal 


-carbon emissions. The effectiveness 


of these measures has been called in 
to question by many environmental- 
ists.) 

The documentary I mentioned 
earlier, “The Great Global Warming 
Swindle” claims that the massive 
environmental movement is driven 
by an anti-development mindset, a 
claim which I personally don’t 
believe in the slightest. 

When IJ asked Prof. Lindzen, “Do 
you believe that the environment 
movement is anti-development,” his 
answer did little to convince me; 


“Well that’s certainly the way it 


looks, doesn’t it? I mean, I can’t tell 
you what they’re thinking, but they 
certainly seem to be opposed, one, to 


material development in the devel- — 


oped world, and even more so to the 
development of the less developed 
world, where development is the only 
way to get out of poverty.” 

I feel that that claim holds little 
water, because it’s based merely on 
assumptions, and a “who benefits” 


’ sort of mindset. He didn’t provide 


any hard evidence to back his belief 
up. . 

The documentary also claimed 
that the main reason so many scien- 
tists endorse the manmade global 
warming theory boils down to 


money; to getting funds for their 


departments. The argument for that 
claim seems to also be based on 
assumptions and not hard facts. Mr. 
Lindzen compared the current 
amount of government-funded scien- 
tific research being done in relation 
to global warming to the increase of 
cancer-related research done after 
Richard Nixon declared war on can- 
cer. Both he and the documentary 
said that scientists want funding and 
they know that global warming is an 
issue on the top of many politicians’ 
agendas, and that if they include a 
link to global warming in their 
research proposals, theyll be more 
likely to get grant money. As with the 
other previous issue, I feel the 
Professor’s argument for this is little 


more than an assumption, and he has 
given no hard facts to back it up. 

My next question was “Do you 
think world governments fund 
research into alternative forms of 
energy?” He responded, “Personally, 
no.” He went on to say, “We know 
that wind and solar are boondog- 
gles.” “There may be other sources, 
and if they’re competitive, they may 
win, but you don’t help those sources 
by pretending you know what will 
win.” He added, “Coal we have plen- 
ty of, and it keeps the price of elec- 
tricity down.” I followed up, asking, 
“But isn’t the burning of oil and espe- 
cially coal bad for public health?” to 
which he said, “No. It has been at 
times, much less so than many other 
factors. We know how to burn coal 
without harming health.” 

I then asked him about the eco- 
logical effects of a warmer globe. He 
responded with a suggestion: Google 


some things in nature that you regard 


as positive, things you like. Then, 
google some things in nature you 
think of as negative, that you dislike. 
Add global warming into those 
searches, and for the things you like, 
you'll find articles about how, in a 
warmer climate, the things you like 
would be diminished, and the things 
you dislike would be prosper. 
Depending on what view one has, 
that could be seen as either the terri- 
fying reality of Global Warming, or 
propaganda designed to play off peo- 
ples emotions. 

My final prepared question was, 
“What do you think of the Kyoto 
Protocols?” Prof. Lindzen answered, 
“So far, no country is on schedule 
with the goals of the protocol, and 
secondly, it would do nothing about 
climate change. Even if it were 
implemented, it would only take 
what the predicted warming by 2100 
would be, and delay it by a few 
months.” 

He did not embellish much after 
that, leading me to believe that the 
statement that no. countries are on 
schedule may be factually true, but 
the claim that it would only put off a 
few months of global warming seems 
more like a personal assessment, not 


based on widely accepted evidence. ~ 

At this point, the official inter- 
view was over; I had asked all the 
questions I’d prepared. But the 
Professor and I talked for a little 
while longer, and before I left, he 
said something very interesting. He 
claimed, (to paraphrase) that there 
are a few very important things that 
people should know about the 
IPEGs (the UN backed 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change, which is hailed by the main- 
stream media as the final word on the 
issue) report: 1.) The scientists who 
worked on the report had nothing to 
do with the press releases surround- 
ing it, 2.) The report said that about 
half (51%) of the globe’s warming 
since 1970 is caused by man, 3.) 
They said that this is not alarming, 


and 4. They said that the globe has 


not warmed since 1995. While 
Global Warming skeptics disagree 
with the IPCC reports’ final conclu- 
sion, if what Prof. Lindzen said is 
true, it is not the doomsday-predict- 
ing report that the media has made. it 


“out to be. 


With this-interview and article, 
my goals were simple: To further my 
understanding of the subject, and 
show people that there are intelligent, 
well educated people, including a 
surprising number of scientists and 
experts, who do not accept the theory 
of CO2 driven climate change; that 
the opposition does not just consist of 
a few basement-dwelling conspiracy 
theorists and greedy oil company 
CEO’s. I suggest that people do the 
research and make up their own 
minds on the issue. I could surely 
write another lengthy article about 
the science, but I urge anyone read- 
ing this to look into the science them- 
selves, and to watch the documen- 
taries I mentioned, “The Great 
Global Warming Swindle,’ “An 
Inconvenient Truth,” the ever-popu- 
lar Al Gore movie, and a film from 
the CBC (Canadian Broadcasting 
Company) called, “Global Warming 
Doomsday Called Off,” which can be 
found on video.google.com along 
with “The Great Global Warming 
Swindle.” 


The benefits of being homeschooled 


Important facts | you 
should know about 
being homeschooled 


By KRISTINA ANDRIOTAKIS 
Correspondent 


Have you 
ever tried to 
imagine what 
your life would 
be like if you 
had been a 
homeschooler? 
I lived the life 
of one, and 
now I’m 
enrolled at 
NECC. I’ve noticed that a lot of peo- 
ple have misconceptions about 
homeschoolers and how we get into 
colleges and whether or not we are as 
qualified as people who went to pub- 
lic or private schools. Some think 
that we must have an easier time get- 
ting accepted, while others assume 
it’s harder. Both groups are right, in 
some instances we have an easier 
time, but for most things we have a 
harder time. 

There are approximately 2 mil- 
lion homeschoolers in the United 
States alone, compared to 13,000 in 


the 1970s, and nearly half of them are 
planning on pursuing a higher educa- 
tion. For many of us, proving we are 
as capable as we say we are is a prob- 
lem. How do you prove you read 
Shakespeare or Homer at 15? How 


Colleges and universities have a 
hard time evaluating homeschooled 
students because there are no grades 
and no hard proof except for the word 
of the parents of the applicant and 
glowing recommendations from 


ae 


We as humans will always be learning 
all throughout our lives; homeschoolers 
just have a head start. 


can you accurately prove that you 
know what the different math formu- 
las are? Ordinary college applicants 
have a tough time as it is, but home- 
schoolers appear to have a slightly 
harder time. 

“You have to prove everything,” 
says Anna Donohoe who began 
attending college classes when-.she 
was 15, “I essentially included every 
little award and extra-curricular 
activity I did since ninth grade.” 

She was-a dual enrollment stu- 
dent, meaning she took a couple of 
classes at a local community college 
and the rest of her education she 
accomplished elsewhere. 


them. 

“Some colleges still give home- 
schoolers trouble,” attorney Chris 
Klicka stated. “They tell the home- 
schooled child that he needs to go 
back and take a G.E.D (General 
Education Development) which is 
normally used for drop outs 
and...carries the stigma of being a 
drop out.” Klicka is a leading attor- 
ney, based in Warrenton, Va., for 
homeschoolers, and their many prob- 
lems applying to colleges. 

Anna Donohoe wasn’t required 
to take the G.E.D, however I was, it 
all depends on the institution and 
what their requirements are. 


_ As for it being easier, there are 
some statistics that show that the 
national homeschoolers averages for 
the SAT and ACT tests are 2.3 per- 
cent higher than the public school 
students that take them. Our weakest 
subject tends to be math, which nor- 
mally means we have to take an extra 
math class or two just so we can take 
a college level math class. As for 
English, History and the sciences we 
tend to have a higher understanding 
of them than other students of the 
same age. We find that people com- 
ment on our maturity, as well as our 
grasp of human nature. 

Some homeschooled college stu- 
dents have said they find they work 
better in a college setting because 


they have been self directed most of 
their educated lives. They know what 
it’s like to have to research every- 
thing having done it for most of what 
they wanted to know. 

A lot of us know what we want to 
be before we start college, because of 
this we know what we are going to 
major in ahead of time. On the other 
hand some of us tend to want to be 
exposed to more so they take an 
assortment of classes to see if they 
find something more intriguing. 

Homeschooling is a way of life 
not just a way of education. We, as 
humans, will always be learning all 
through our lives; homeschoolers just 
have a head start. 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 
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Recreation trips 


The Department of Athletics, 
Recreation and Intramurals is 
sponsoring the following trips 
for NECC students: 

Snow Tubing trip. on 
Thursday, March 5 from 4 to 7 
p.m. Cost $10 with valid NECC 
ID. More than 2 tickets will be 
sold at the regular price of $15. 
Sign up by Feb. 26. 

Ski Trip to Wachusett 
Mountain on Saturday, March 7. 
Cost $39 with valid NECC ID. 
This includes lift ticket and 
transportation. More than 2 tick- 
ets will be at a cost of $50 each. 
Sign up by Feb. 27. 

To purchase tickets or for 
more information, contact 
Maureen Saliba in D104 or at 
msaliba@necc.mass.edu. 


Film showing 


Students for a Democratic 
Society and the Amnesty 
International film series will show 
the film “Attica,” about the 1971 
uprising at Attica State Prison in 
New York, on Thursday, Feb. 26 at 
1:30 p.m. in room E155. 

For more information, contact 
ProfessorAndrew Morse at 978- 
556-3316 or Professor Stephen 
Slaner at 978-556-3528. 


Sleep awareness 


NECC’s Sleep Technology 
Program’s club, the “Knight 
Owls, will be celebrating sleep 
awareness week with a day of 
events free and open to the public 
on Monday, March 2 from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. in room SC216 in the 
Behrakis Center on the Haverhill 
campus. Events include an educa- 
tional session on what happens 
during a sleep study, including a 
live set-up. Also, booths will be 
set up with educational literature 
on various sleep related issues. 
For more information, contact 
John Murray, sleep technology 
program coordinator at 978-738- 
7274. : 


Financial seminar 


As part of the ongoing series 
of free financial sucess semi- 
nars, “3 Keys to Financial 
Sucess” will be offered on 
Tuesday, March 3 at 12 p.m. in 
the Tech Center on the Haverhill 
campus and on Thursday, March 
12 at 12 p.m. in room 244 on the 
Lawrence campus. For more 
information, contact the student 
Engagement Center at 978-556- 
3731. 


Read-in 

In celebration of Black 
History month a read-in will be 
held on Friday, Feb. 27 at 12 
p-m. in room E155 to read poet- 
ry, stories, excerpts, jokes, etc. 
written by African-Americans. 
Readings will be provided or 
participants may bring their 
own. For more information, con- 
tact Professor Lis Espinoza at 
lespinoza@necc.mass.edu. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please e-mail information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Math center multiplies students’ success 


Center part of 
Achieving the Dream 
initiative 

By PATRICIA M. SMITH 
Features Editor — 


NECC unveiled the new Math 
Tutoring and Resource Center on Feb. 
13, an initiative that was funded in 
part by Achieving the Dream, which 
was designed in order to help commu- 
nity college students achieve academ- 
ic success in any one of their college- 
level related math courses. 

The center was created due to the 
collaborative efforts between the 
developmental and college-level math 
departments, Achieving the Dream (a 
national initiative aimed at helping 
community college students to suc- 
ceed), the math retention committee, 
math students, along with their peer 
tutors, and was developed in order to 
help students transition into a much 
more academically challenging envi- 
ronment. 

“The new center was an initiative 
that was funded in part by Achieving 
the Dream. It was funded so that stu- 
dents may achieve academic success. 
It began as a proposal and we have 
been working on it for over a year 
now. Lane Glenn, the vice president 
of academic affairs, and David Kelley, 
the dean of instructional support, all 


really helped to put it all together; but 


overall, it really was a team effort. We 
couldn’t have done it on our own. It 
teally was a collaboration of the Math 
Department who provided guidance 
and support every step of the way.” 
The tutoring center now features 
fives rooms and is located on the third 
floor of the Spurk Building on the 
Haverhill campus. Here students may 
focus on conquering a variety of diffi- 
cult subjects that include: college 
level algebra, college algebra and 


trigonometry, advanced trigonometry, 
mini trigonometry, calculus I, II and 
Ill, statistics, and differential equa- 
tions. Staffed with both professional 
and peer tutors, the center contains 
five computers that use My Math Test 
tutorial software, math texts, and 
state-of-the-art graphing calculators. 
The center is open weekdays from 9 
am. to 3 p.m and Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 5 to 7 p.m. Additional 
tutoring is also available from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
in the library on the Lawrence cam- 
pus. 
Whether you prefer individual- 
ized instruction with study groups, 
one-on-one tutoring, group tutoring, 
or just plain old study groups, the sep- 
arate work areas are here to help stu- 
dents with every one of their basic 
individualized needs. 

Students who were in attendance 
at the grand opening were also able to 
choose from a variety of different 
refreshments that included pizza and 


‘cake, and were also able to meet any 


one of their potential future math 
tutors. 

When asked if it really worked, 
NECC student Cathy Fabre replied, 
“Tt’s great. It’s like my second home. 
I know that I can get help from any 
one of those people, and I can always 
count on them for anything. It really 


helped me to achieve academic suc-° 


cess here at NECC. It really helped 
me to get to where I want to be at aca- 
demically.” Fabre then briefly paused 
and added, “And I don’t just come 
here for math or science. I come here 
for advice as well.” 

Rebecca Rose, the math tutoring 
and resource center coordinator, real- 
ly noticed that there was a need for it 
in the beginning. “I began tutoring for 
college level math courses. I was able 
to grab a few rooms. But it developed 
quickly after that.” 

Nancy Nickerson, a veteran math 
professor at NECC concurred, stating 
that, “We felt that there was a need for 
tutoring in college-level math cours- 


Phonathon seeks : 
student callers 


Students may use 
hours to fulfill 


community service 


By MICHAEL ANDERSON 
Correspondent 


The Alumni Office at the 
Haverhill campus is looking for moti- 
vated students to make telephone calls 


for the NECC Fund Phonathon this - 


spring. The Phonathon will take place 
from 6 p.m: to 8 p.m in the library 
conference room in Haverhill on the 
following days: Feb. 25, Feb. 26, 
March 10, March 11, March 12, 
March 24, March 25 and March 26. 
If selected to work on this event, 
students may use this opportunity to 
fulfill hours for a community service 


requirement or.they may also use this 


opportunity to make some extra 
money where they will be paid $10 an 


_| hour. 


“This program is open to anybody 
who is interested, but if you.are a 
good speaker with an articulate voice, 
and is someone who is personable 
with other people, then you might be 
a good candidate to work the phones 
in the upcoming weeks,” said Libby 
Jensen, the director of alumni and 
donor relations at Northern Essex 


Community College. 

While students. will be making 
calls to the many alumni who have 
graduated from NECC, there will be 
some folks who might not have the 
time to make a donation. For those 
people, they will now have the option 
to donate online with their credit card 
anytime during the year. 

The school now accepts Visa or 
MasterCard and this type of donation 
can be done by visiting the friends 
and alumni section on the NECC 
webpage. ; 

All the donations made to the 
NECC Fund provide scholarships to 
students, which helps make college 
affordable to them and their families. 
The fund also provides program 
grants to faculty that enhances learn- 
ing opportunities for the students. For 
example, it allows the school to pur- 
chase sophisticated equipment and 
software to enrich the learning experi- 
ence. Donations also provide support 
for the college’s endowment. 

Students who are interested in this 
opportunity should fill out the appli- 
cation that can be found on the NECC 
homepage under forms and docu- 
ments on the drop down menu. Once 
the form is filled out, it is to be 
emailed to Libby Jensen, at 
ljensen@necc.mass.edu or by phone 
at (978) 556-3621. 


Julie Varney photo 


Nicole Paulin takes advantage of the math center’s 
resources during the Feb. 13 open house. 


es. It was really difficult to multiply 
yourself, so the Math Tutoring and 
Resource Center greatly helped us.” 

The staffing for the center now 
has of a team of 14 tutors, including 6 
peer tutors and 6 professional ones 
(who are mainly adjunct faculty mem- 
bers), along with a paraprofessional 
and 2 volunteers — 

Erik Feole, a student at NECC, is 
more than positive that students will 
begin to see results if they choose to 
attend during the academic school 
year at NECC. “It has been 10 years 
since I have taken a math course. The 
existence of this math center allows a 
literary and art minded scholar who 
may not be up to par in quantitative 
and algebraic reasoning to receive the 
fundamental instruction necessary to 
succeed and thrive academically. The 
new math tutoring center helped to 


ensure my grasp of key mathematical ° 
concepts.” 

Donna Bertolino, the director of 
assessment & tutoring services, said 
that she was, “extremely pleased that 
it has been such a huge success. 
We’ve had a large number of students 
access the center since it had first 
opened up; 107 students have 
accessed the center so far, and there 
seems to be a repeat number of stu- 
dents. More and more new students 
continue to access the center each and ~ 
everyday.” ; 

Jim Sullivan, a math professor 
and tutor at NECC, stated that he, 
“would like to see it become even big- ~ 
ger and have even more computers.” 
Adding that, “This place can really fill 
up if you come at the right time.” 
However, he would still, “like to see 
more students.” 


Contemporary Affairs 
discusses Bolivia 


‘Country of statistical 


extremes’ 


By KELSEY REDDEN 
Correspondent 


On Wednesday, Feb. 4, the 
Contemporary Affairs Club welcomed 
a special guest Professor Lis Espinoza 
to talk about a particularly significant, 
but un-talked about subject, Bolivia. 

Bolivia is “a country of statistical 
extremes, landlocked, Bolivia is the 
highest and most isolated country in 
South America.” It has the largest pro- 
portion of indigenous people, who 
make up around two-thirds of the pop- 
ulation. Bolivia is bordered by Brazil 
on the north and east, Argentina on the 
south, and Chile and Peru on the west. 

Besides being poverty-stricken 
Bolivia faces two new obstacles. 
Trade cutoffs with the United States 
and the mining of Lithium. 

Just recently in 2008 former 
President George W. Bush cutoff all 
trade privileges with Bolivia because 
of failure to cooperate with the United 
States on important efforts to fight 
drug trafficking; The United States 


was Bolivia’s main trade resource. . 


Until Bolivia chooses to cooperate 
trade will remain blocked. 

President of Bolivia, Juan Evo 
Morales, has different thoughts on the 


subject. Morales is defending the tra- 
ditional uses of the coca leaf among 
the indigenous population. Bolivia is 
one of the world’s largest producers of 
coca, the raw material for cocaine to 
which many of Bolivia’s poorest 
farmers is often the only source of 
income. His government wants to 
exploit commercial and medicinal 
uses for the leaves. Bolivia is also rich 
in mineral and energy resources, 
Bolivia was just discovered to 
contain over half the worlds Lithium. 


Lithium’s main use is for batteries 


among other things. Almost all new 
electric car models rely on Lithium 
for their batteries and one of Japan’s 
leading battery’ makers is warning 
there could be a shortage of Lithium 
within just a few years. As of right 
now the indigenous people refuse to 
mine it. For this reason countries are 
in dispute with Bolivia. 

President Morales has new hope 
for Bolivia. After kicking out the U.S. 
Ambassador, Philip S. Goldberg, and 


the Drug Enforcement Administration 


(DEA) he says there will be some 
major changes. Morales believes that 
the United States and Bolivia. share 
similarities such as diversity and that 
they can compliment each other. 
Morales is hoping that newly elected 
President Barack Obama will rekindle 
their relationship and put a start onto 
change. 
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NAACP wants car- 
toonist, editor fired 


NEW YORK - The head of the 
NAACP on Saturday urged read- 
ers to boycott the New York Post, 
calling a cartoon that the newspa- 
per published an invitation to 
assassinate President Barack 
Obama. 

Benjamin Todd Jealous, presi- 
dent of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored 
People, called on the tabloid to 
remove editor-in-chief Col Allan, 
as well as longtime cartoonist 
Sean Delonas. 

Earlier this week, the newspa- 
per apologized to anyone who 
might have been offended by the 
image printed Wednesday, which 
some say likens Obama to a vio- 
lent chimpanzee gunned down by 
police in Connecticut. 

Jealous said the cartoon was 
“an invitation to assassination.” 

On Thursday, after protests by 
notable figures including director 

Spike Lee, the paper posted an 
editorial on its Web site saying the 
cartoon was meant to mock the 

‘federal economic stimulus bill, but 

“to, those who were offended by 

the image, we apologize.” 

A spokeswoman for the news- 
paper referred The Associated 
Press to the paper's editorial when 
asked Saturday about the proposed 
NAACP boycott.. ; 


Administration tries to 
kill e-mail case 


WASHINGTON - The Obama 
administration, siding with former 
President George W. Bush, is try- 
ing to kill a lawsuit that seeks to 
recover what could be millions of 
missing White House e-mails. 

Two advocacy groups suing 
the Executive Office of the 
President say that large amounts 
of White House e-mail document- 
ing Bush's eight years in office 
may still be missing, and that the 
government must undertake an 
extensive recovery effort.. They 
expressed disappointment that 
Obama's Justice Department is 
continuing the Bush administra- 
tion's bid to get the lawsuits dis- 
missed. 

During its first term, the Bush 
White House failed to install elec- 
tronic record-keeping for e-mail 
when it switched to a new system, 
resulting in millions of messages 
that could not be found. 

The Bush White House dis- 
covered the problem in 2005 and 
rejected a proposed solution. 

Recently, the Bush White 
House said it had located 14 mil- 
lion e-mails that were misplaced 
and that the White House had 
restored hundreds of thousands of 
other e-mails from computer back- 
up tapes. 
| “The new administration 
\| seems no more eager than the last” 
|| to deal with the issue, said Anne 
Weismann, chief counsel for 
Citizens for Responsibility and 
Ethics in Washington, one of the 
groups that sued the EOP. 


Senate wants to change constitution 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


NECC Student Senate President 
Brenda. Caunter is inspired by 


President Barack Obama’s promise - 


to bring change to American and on 


- a smaller level she is hoping to do 


the same with the senate. 

“If Obama can say ‘Yes we can’ 
so can the senate; Yes we can,” 
Caunter said. 

The main key to this change, 
Caunter and other members said, is 
to change the senate’s constitution. 

By changing the constitution it 
will “give back to senate the leader- 
ship power it should have,” Caunter 
said, “the power for the students.” 

Other members expressed frus- 
tration that the constitution some- 
times proved to be an obstacle. 

“Oftentimes we were told we 
couldn’t do things because they’re 


.not in the constitution,” senator 


Yajaira Caraballo said, “so we want 
to change the constitution.” 


One of Caunter’s main frustra- 
tions with the senate is the role the 
adviser plays in the senate. 

Senate Secretary James Healey 
explained that according to the con- 
stitution the adviser is an “ex officio” 
member of the senate, “holding a 
seat by right of another seat,” 
although that seat does not have vot- 
ing power 

According to Caunter, none of 
the other colleges she received con- 
stitutions from at a community col- 
lege student leadership conference 
she attended last fall had their advis- 
ers listed as a member of the senate. 

Adviser to the senate, Director of 
Student Engagement Center, Dina 
Brown defines her role as “to serve 
as a liaison between the students and 
the administration.” 

“As a student senate, it’s sup- 
posed to be the students, not the 
administration, who we want to 
make a difference for’, Caraballo 
said. 

“Tt’s the students we represent,” 
Caunter said. 


The process to adopt a new con- 
stitution first involves the senate 
members drafting the new constitu- 
tion. It then needs to be approved by 
students on campus by receiving 250 
votes. After that it has to be ratified 
by two-thirds of the senate. 

“That’s our main goal this 
semester,” Caraballo said. 

A small group of senators met 
over winter break for a one day 
retreat and created a list of goals for 
the semester, which Vice President 
Babak Alian called “our master plan 
for this semester.” 

“Between us few we did so much 
in one day, more than the whole 
group last semester,” Caraballo said. 

The senate recently formed a 
committee to address the rewriting of 
the constitution. 

“We: have a tendency to create 
committees and not do anything with 
them,” Lawrence Vice President 
Christina Crapo warned, speaking of 
the senate’s past inaction on impor- 
tant issues once they went to com- 
mittee. 


Economy affects students’ education 


By ASHLEY BRUDNICK 
Correspondent 


Students in Massachusetts are 
having a hard time keeping up finan- 
cially with the economy. As the 
depression gets worse, students have 
had to make some difficult decisions 
in order to keep up financially. 

Some students have had to 
change their courses due to finances. 
Some students in Massachusetts col- 
leges have gone from full time to part 
time because of this. Some have even 
had to take a semester off to work 
more hours in order to pay for their 
next semester. 

“T’ve had to go from full time to 
part time,” says Thomas Neary, a stu- 
dent here at NECC. Neary is now a 
part time student and full time 
employee. “I’ve had to pick up more 
hours at work; it’s always hard no 
matter what I do.” 

Neary, like many other students 
in Massachusetts, goes to school and 
works full time. Melissa Hardy of 
Gordon College says that she has had 
to cut back on classes too. “Tuition’s 
gone up and I’m a senior, and I’m 
freaking out cause the job market 
isn’t going to be the same.” On top of 
going to school and working, Hardy 
has also picked up another job on top 
of that to make up for the harsh times. 
“J had to get a second job and I’m in 
school part time, its $7,000 cheaper.” 

Students are also relying on 
financial aid to help pay for the rising 
cost of tuition. The Massachusetts 


_ College of Pharmacy and Health 


Science claims that 90 percent of 
their students are using financial aid 
in 2009. 

“The line is out the door,” told 
Iris Godes, assistant vice president of 
enrollment management at 
Quinsigamond Community College 


in Worcester, Mass, to the United 
States News; “demand has never 
been greater and money never been 
lower.” oF 

Enrollment in Mass colleges is up 
6 percent as of January. Financial aid 
applications are up 23 percent with 
families scrambling to not only make 
ends meet, but to put their kids 
through college. 

“IT have never experienced in my 
life this anxiety level of parents,” 
says Godes. In 2008 1.4 million more 
students filled out the free financial 
aid form then in 2007. 

The average tuition of 4 year col- 
leges in Massachusetts has also risen 
drastically since 2005. This leaves 
most students struggling to keep up. 

.Harvard Associate Professor, 
Bridget Terry Long, told Harvard 
University in a recent study that, 
“New England families are spending 
33 percent of their annual income on 
college.” At public 4 year colleges, 
senior students hold an average debt 
of $15,399, a 39 percent increase 
since 1992-93. The average debt for 4 
year students at private colleges is 
$23,491, a 49 percent increase from 
the 1992-93 school years. 

More students are turning to com- 
munity college for their education at 
a fraction of the cost. The average 
cost of community colleges national- 
ly is only $2,402 compared to the 
$6,585 at in-state public 4 year col- 
leges. Even with lower costing edu- 
cation, students still have to face the 
financial realities of the real world 
when trying to balance school and 
work. ; 

“As the cost of higher education 
increases, it affects who goes to col- 
lege,” said Long. “While there are 
certainly benefits to a postsecondary 
degree, students and families have to 
find a way to cover the cost of college 
before the benefits can be realized.” 


Kip Sparrow of Bunker Hill 
Community College goes to. school 
full time and has 5 jobs. “With car 
insurance, rent, and the phone bill, 
and a bunch of other random expens- 
es, hundreds of dollars are like pen- 
nies. Bills are ridiculously high. It’s 
like trying to keep up in front of an 
avalanche. Unless a pay check is 
$200 or more, I don’t even bother 
cashing it,” says Sparrow. 

“Higher education is the gateway 
to the American Dream,” said Ian 
Bowles, president and CEO of 
MassINC. “But its cost is accelerat- 
ing much faster than incomes, even 
more so in New England than the 
nation. As a region that is struggling 
with a high cost of living and the out- 
migration of young families, we 
should make this challenge a priori- 

Increased cost and debt load have 
caused students to leave school with- 
out a degree. The 6 year graduation 
rate at UMass-Amherst for students 
who began in the fall of 1998 was 62 
percent; UMass-Dartmouth, 50 per- 
cent; UMass-Lowell, 46 percent; and 
at UMass-Boston, 28 percent. Less 
than half the students who attended 
public state colleges in 1998 actually 
graduated 6 years later. 

Even if the depression isn't hurt- 
ing a student personally, they still 
notice how it is affecting the students 
around them. 

Sparrow commented, “Suffering? 
It's like everyone is walking around 
with the case of the plague. It's not 
even my school, its schools all over 
the world. The Recession is slowly 
taking a toll on the mental stability of 
everyone, especially those who are 
simply trying to better themselves 
through education. And thanks to 
Patrick's wonderful leadership on 
Beacon Hill, residents are really suf- 
fering.” 


Baseball field fence damaged by car 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been compiled 
to inform students and staff about 
the incidents requiring assistance 
from Eagle Security on the Haverhill 


_ and Lawrence campuses. This log 


covers incidents between Feb. 2 and 
Feb. 22. 


February 9- A student had an 
anxiety attack in the C building. An 
ambulance was called and the stu- 
dent refused treatment, 10:55 a.m. 


February 10- A student fell on ice 
in lot 4, 9:15 a.m. 


February 12- A fire alarm went 
off on the second floor of the student 
center. The fire departmant respond- 
ed, 12:25 p.m. 


February 20- A car that was 
allegedly speeding down Kenoza St. 
crashed into the fence at the baseball 
field and got stuck on the field. 
Police responded, 9:30 p.m. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Dire climate scenario: 
migrations and war 


CAPE TOWN, South Africa - 
If we don't deal with climate 
change decisively, “what we're 
talking about then is extended 
world war,” the eminent economist 
said. 

His audience Saturday, small 
and elite, had been stranded here 
by bad weather and were talking 
climate. They couldn't do much 
about the one, but the other was 
squarely in their hands. And so, 
Lord Nicholas Stern was. telling 
them, was the potential for mass 
migrations setting off mass con- 
flict. 

“Somehow we have to explain 
to people just how worrying that 
is,” the British economic thinker 
said. 

Stern, author of a major British 
government report detailing the 
cost of climate change, was one of 
a select group of two dozen envi- 
ronment ministers, climate nego- 
tiators and experts from 16 nations 
scheduled to fly to Antarctica to 
learn firsthand how global warm- 
ing might melt its ice into the sea, 
raising ocean levels worldwide. 

Their’ midnight flight was 
scrubbed on Friday and Saturday 
because of high winds on the 
southernmost continent, 3,000 
miles from here. 

“International diplomacy is all 
about personal relations," Solheim 
said. "The more people know each 
other, the less likely there will be 
misunderstandings.” 

Understandings will be vital in 
this “year of climate,” as the 
world's nations and their negotia- 
tors count down toward a U.N. cli- 
mate conference in Copenhagen in 
December, target date for conclud- 
ing a grand new deal to replace the 
Kyoto Protocol, the 1997 agree- 
ment, expiring in 2012, to reduce 
carbon dioxide and other global- 
warming emissions by industrial 
nations. 


Miners dead, trapped 
in Chinese mine blast 


BEIJING - At least 11 miners 
died and nearly 100 remained 
trapped underground after a gas 
blast ripped through a coal mine in 
northern China, state media said 
Sunday. 

The official Xinhua News 
Agency said 96 miners were 
trapped in a pre-dawn blast at a 
mine belonging to the Shanxi 
Jiaomei Group in Gujiao city near 
Taiyuan, the capital of Shanxi 
province. 

Although China has worked to 
cut mine accidents by closing 
more than a 1,000 small, danger- 
ous mines last year, the country's 
mining industry is still the world's 
deadliest. About 3,200 miners died 
in accidents last year, a 15 percent 
improvement over the previous 
year. 

Many of the smaller mines 
have lax safety measures, and are 
plagued by fires, explosions, 
floods and other accidents. 


Pa 


Music major designed with transfer in 


By MADELYN KIDDER 
Correspondent 


Who would think to go to 
Northern Essex and major in music? 

Michael Benjamin and Maurice 
Pattersen are both currently studying 
music as a thajor at NECC. It was a 
pleasure to sit down and talk to 2 of 
our up-and-coming musicians in their 
practice room while they waited to 
go to class. 

“T am just learning music for the 
first time” Maurice Pettersen, the for- 


mer Lake Worth, Flo. high school 
graduate admitted. When talking 
about how he liked the music pro- 
gram. Maurice believes ’the program 
is running very well’. Maurice is 
mainly working on his singing tech- 
niques but is also learning the key- 
board. 

After getting his 2 year degree at 
NECC, Maurice would love te attend 
the prestigious Julliard School in 
N.Y. , if possible. When asked what 
music has influenced Maurice, he 
told me Seal was his all time 
favorite—“‘his songs touch you every 


You want to 
transfer to a 


College, we 


college that fits. 
At Merrimack 


By Patricia M. SMITH 
Features Editor 


Have you ever wondered what it 
would be like save a life? How about 
3? That’s how many lives you 
would have been saving on average if 
you chose to donate blood at the 
blood drive held on Feb. 18 in the 
Tech Center. 

The American Red Cross. and 
Northern Essex Community College 
teamed up in order to make sure that 
an adequate amount of blood supply 
would be made available for patients 
on an as needed basis. The blood will 
be used in order to help treat patients 
with cancer and those who are under- 


going surgery, along with victims of. 


accidents and trauma. It will also be 
used in order to help prevent the 
spread of viral infectious diseases 
such as chicken pox, and will be used 
in order to help those who are having 
bleeding problems as well. 

“Tt is important because if we 
don’t do it then patients won’t 
receive the adequate amount of blood 
units that they need, and then they’Il 
suffer,’ said Tom Heenan, the 
American Red Cross recruitment rep- 
resentative for the north shore region. 


time”. Maurice has also been listen- 
ing to a lot of Coldplay lately too. 
Michael Benjamin is a graduate 
of Salem, Mass. high school. When 
not going to school, he is still 
extremely busy working and taking 
care of his 19 month old son. Michael 
is also a singer but is learning the gui- 
tar and keyboard. 
Michael plans to attend U-Mass 
Lowell after graduating from 
Northern Essex. Urban music, Nas, 
Tupac, underground radio, hip hop 
and rhythm and blues are some of the 
music Michael has been influenced 


The fact is that nearly 2,000 units 

of blood are needed on a daily basis 
in order to help those in need right 
here in our own community. It is a 
pretty difficult task to be able to col- 
lect enough blood to be able to meet 
the needs of patients year round. 
That’s why NECC students have cho- 
sen to play their part in this years 
blood drive. 
' “Tt is a ritual. I come here every 
semester and do this,” said Bill 
Casey, an NECC student. “I save 
three people with every bag of blood 
that I donate here today.” 

“You are saving people’s lives 
every time you donate,” said Terry 
Lesage, the team supervisor for the 
blood drive. “On average, we collect 
15,000 pints of blood a day in the 
New England region, which consists 
of Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
Maine, and Vermont. I hope the stu- 
dents, staff and faculty will all be 
able to continually support this 
cause.” 

When NECC Observer Opinion 
Editor Hansel Lopez was asked what 
he thought about the fact that he had 
just saved 3 lives and had donated 
blood for such a noble cause, he sim- 
ply stated that, “It was all in a day’s 


work.” 


by. - 
Both Maurice and Michael are 
currently enrolled in a variety of 
music classes such as the Jazz 
Ensemble, Music Theory, 
Performance Workshop, Chorus, 
Aural Skills, Music Dictation and 
Sight Reading. 

_ Michael and Maurice describes 
the atmosphere in the classroom as 
very open to discussion. “How can 
you apply this to the music and how 
can you apply it to your opinions” 
Maurice said, describing what it was 
like in the classroom. 


Saving lives ‘all ina day’s work’ — 


Bill Casey and Wesley Brennan show off 


their “battle wounds” at the blood drive. 


Julie Varney photos 
Hansel Lopez demonstrates one way the 


Observer attempts to “make a difference.” 


mind 
The Chorus has 2 shows coming 
up soon; one at the end of April and 


‘the other at the beginning of May. 


The students are also required to do 
what they call performance in the 
performance workshop. 

Furthermore, there is a new 
Music major program called General 
Studies - Music Option, which is a 2- 
year program that has just been intro- ~ 
duced. 

Whether you are a NECC college 
student or staff, we should all support 
and enjoy the music programs 
offered at our school. 


Just 2'/: hours from your college is 


make that easy. 


: : a student-oriented university with a 
¢ Catholic, coeducational college ay 


® Transfer application process and credit approval — both liberal and efficient 
Academic and need-based scholarships available 

Transfer admission for both fall and spring semesters 

Majors offered through Liberal Arts, Science and Engineering, Business 

° Housing available to transter students 

* Close to Boston with easy access to the city, beaches, ski resorts 

° Cooperative Education, Internships, Study Abroad available to 

transfer students 


strong sense of community, devoted 


o@8e 


to academic excellence. Our majors 
include nationally ranked programs in 
business, health sciences, liberal arts © 


and sciences, and communications. 


Academic Excellence 
Accounting, Athletic Training, Biology/Biotechnology, Chemistry, 

Civil Engineering, Computer Science/Information Technology, 
Communication Studies, Criminology, Economics, Electrical & Computer 
Engineering, English, Fine Arts/Art and Art History/Digital Media Arts, 
Finance, French, Health Science, History, International Business, 
Management/Sports Management, Marketing, Mathematics, Philosophy, 
Physics, Political Science, Psychology, Religious Studies, Romance Languages, 
Sociology, Spanish, Sports Medicine/ Pre-Physical Therapy/ 

Strength & Conditioning. 


And we're committed to using the 
credits you've already earned. 
Visit www.quinnipiac.edu to see 
why Quinnipiac is your next step 


toward a bachelor’s degree and 


Come Visit Us! 

e Attend a Transfer Student Open House and take a tour 
(see www.merrimack.edu/register) 

¢ Schedule a personal visit with our Director of Transfer Admission. 
Call 978-837-5100 for an appointment. 


the career you want. 


978-837-5100 


Merrimack College 


NORTH ANDOVER, MA 


www.merrimack.edu ¢ admission@merrimack.edu ¢ 


The irrepressible Jose Masso 


By CESAR SEGURA 
News Editor 


“His resume reads like the cast of 
a Hollywood movie. The political 
liaison on the presidential campaign 
trail. The investigative TV journalist. 
The innovative high school teacher 
who makes learning fun. The late- 
night disc jockey and the high-pow- 
ered sports agent.” says the Nellie 
Mae: Education Foundation, which 
Jose Masso joined last year. Masso 
spoke as part of the White Fund 
Enlightment Series offered through 
Northem Essex Commnunity 
_ College on Feb. 5 at the Lawrence 
campus. ; 
A native of old San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, Masso has produced and host- 
ed the Latin Music show “!Con 
Salsa!” on WBUR 90.9FM for 33 
years. Masso has gone through many 
hardships in his life to get to where 
he is know, an admirable and respect- 
_ ed human bean. Masso who awaits 
his 59th birthday celebrates his good 
physical and mental health. 
According to Masso, he is blessed to 
have his wife by his side, and hopes 
to live 112 years, like his great- 
grandmother did. 

Jose Masso was born August 5th, 
1950 in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 
Despite being born in Puerto Rico, 
Masso spent part of his youth in 
Japan, where his father doing mili- 
tary service. Masso’s father, who 
served in WW2, and the Korean War, 
ended up becoming a Major despite 
being a person of color. At age 4, 
-Masso’s father gets transferred to 
Japan and therefore forced to bring 
a family along. During his stay in 

abla” Massd ‘was being brought up 
ae .a trilingual child, learning 
: Japanese and English to accompany 


Budget cuts affect local 


Masso finished 


his native Spanish. Upon returning 
back to Puerto Rico years later, 
Masso starts his first job in construc- 
tion at the age of 12. “I was pretty 
smart for a 12 year old, therefore I 
got treated with a lot of:respect” said 
Masso. Masso also started to get 
involved in American culture, as he 
perfected his English with dreams of 
going to college there. “English 
became part of my makeup, I was 
thrilled with 
American cul- 
ture” said 
Masso. 
When 


High School, 
he decided he 
wanted to 
Sunt tive Garey: 
Journalism in 
the United States. In 1968 he visited 
a college campus in Syracuse, New 
York but was disappointed due to the 
weather. “I wanted to study 
Journalism over there, but it was too 
cold in Syracuse. A Puerto Rican like 
me could only survive in Tropical cli- 
mates” said Masso, Masso returned 
to Puerto Rico, where he would soon 
apply to another American College. 
Masso applied to University of Ohio 
and quickly got accepted. Before 
arriving at Ohio, Masso spent four 
days in New York City, and found it 
to be quite exiting. “I loved New 
York; there were many Puerto 
Ricans, I felt I could adapt quickly” 
said Masso. To his surprise once he 


arrived at the University of Ohio , 


campus, he encountered racism. 
Since Masso was a person of color, 
people could not distinguish him 
from the African Americans. “When I 
said I was Puerto Rican, people 
would tell me that I looked like a nig- 
ger to them. West Side Story was the 
only source of reputation for Puerto 


Ricans here. My father had warned 
me that I would eventually encounter 
racism and it was then when I needed 
his advice more than ever. 

Masso soon called his father, and 
asked him to send his Salsa record 
collection. “My record collection 
shaped my stay my stay in the US. It 
reminded me of my precious Island,” 
said Masso. The next year Masso 
went on an intership to Maine where 


oo eee cee eee 


Masso has produced and hosted the 
Latin music show “!Con Salsa!” on 
~WBUR 90.9FM for 33 years. 


he learned a valuable lesson. As 
Masso was working in a Beach cabin, 
he tasted yogurt for the first time. “I 
always associated yogurt with hip- 
pies, in other words I saw it as a hip- 


‘ pie food. Once J tasted it I discovered 


how delicious it was, and how I had 
categorized people based on assump- 
tions. That yogurt changed my life.” 
said Masso. In 1972 Masso travelled 
to Boston and fell in love with the 
city. “During my stay in Boston I 
reflected on my experience and 
Knowledge. A lady had invited me to 
dinner, and all I did was complain 
about my life. She told me the story 
of a man who has no shoes. From that 
point on I realized that every single 
minute on this earth, someone had it 
worst than I did.” said Masso.After 
seeing that very few latinos went on 
to college Masso realized that educa- 
tion was the only way to change the 
that therefore he changed his major 
to Education.» He returned to Boston 
in 1973 to teach English to Spanish 
students in Copley Square high 


‘tant 


School. 

Two years later Masso’s students 
realized that he should reach out to 
the entire community. Masso estab- 
lished his music show “Con Salsa” 
on the radio. “Con Salsa” has been 
running for more than 33 years now. 
The Boston Globe described “Con 
Salsa” as, “Part music show, part 
party, part community center, a 
mecca for latinos and lovers of Latin 
things.”Since that point 
on Masso has been 
involved in many other 
careers, never leaving 
his radio show. He made 
three trips to Cuba. 
‘During my first trip to 
Cuba, despite the hard- 
ships, I was struck by the 
Cuban’s dignity, hospi- 
tality, gentleness, 
patience, indomitable spirit and 
unquenchable sense of humor.” said 
Masso. 

Masso became the executive 
director of Patria Enterprises, Inc, 
where he handled publicity, public 
relations, marketing, contract negoti- 
ations, and special events and promo- 
tions. Masso was also identifying and 
developing the Latino market in 
baseball and entertainment. His 
clients included Ruben Blades and 
Son del Solar, Seis del Solar, 
Humberto Ramirez JazzProject, and 
Major league Baseball players Carlos 
Baerga, Juan Gonzales, Ivan 
Rodriguez, Ruben Sierra, and Ricky 
Bones. 

Masso worked for five: years at 
Northeastern University. As an assis- 
director’ of Government 
Relations and Community Affairs 
(GRCA), serving as a primary advis- 
er to the GRCA vice president on 
matters related to the latino commu- 
nity and beyond. In this role, Masso 
helped ensure that Northeastern’s 


NEC courtesy photo 
Jose Masso, who spoke 
on Feb. 5 at the Lawrence 
campus. 


social and academic environment 
was characterized by a positive cli- 
mate, diversity, and inclusiveness. 
Masso also identified strageties for 
encouraging people at all levels of 
the university to build a strong com- 
munity. 

Recently Masso has enrolled in 
politics, where he served as part of 
Barack Obama’s presidential cam- 
paign. In Manchester, New 
Hampshire Masso assisted with the 
coordination of volunteers in the lati- 
nos for Obama effort that included 
canvassing, visibility, phone banking 
and get out the vote (GOTV). Barack 
Obama embodies everything I 
believe in” said Masso. Masso had 
previously served the Kerry presi- 
dential campaign, with the purpose of 
helping to get Hispanics to vote. 


Boys and Girls club 


By JAMIE-LEE RODRIGUEZ 


- Budget cuts, economic crisis, and lay offs is 
what we are seeing in today’s society, especially 
with the nonprofit organizations in the United 
States. The latest proposal from President Bush 
was to cut the budget from all nonprofits by sts 

- billion from 2007-2011. . 
This cut will dramatically change the way 
our young adults go about their daily lives in 
programs such as the YMCA, Boys and Girls 
"Clubs of America, and Girls Inc. 
This budget cut is hitting close to home 
- when it comes to the Lawrence Boys and Girls 
Club. The employees of the LBGC are growing 
tired of picking up the slack after a few of the 


programs have been diminished, and the some 


staff laid off. 


“Tt is a horrible thing. They added hours to 
most of the full time staff’s schedules, which 
makes for less family time and more stress. 
Negatives of the job outweigh the positives 
now.” Walter Velez the Computer and 
Technology Supervisor said. 

Among other programs, the poetry program 
was cut from the budget. In this program young 
adults between the ages of 12 tol7 are able to 
express themselves through spoken word poetry, 
as well as ‘Open Mic’ nights. 

“TI feel very sad that they got rid of poetry, 
now that it’s gone we aren’t able to express our- 
selves through words.” Krystal Lopez, 14, a club 
member said. - 

The Boys and Girls Club are now in the 
process of looking for grants and other means of 
accumulating money to bring back the laid off 
‘staff as well as the programs. 
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SAG Awards 


Oscar fever hits 


The 81st annual 
Academy Awards, a 


night to remember 


By MERISSA LIVERMORE 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


The year's most anticipated 
award show of the season has offi- 
cially come and gone and with it 
were some new changes, fresh faces 
and some very bittersweet moments. 
The presentation of awards was done 
slightly differently than ever before, 
with five people at one point going 
out to present an award. Another big 
thing for the night was the Oscar 
awarded to Heath Ledger posthu- 
mously after many rumors and quite 
the debate over how the academy 
does not like giving dead people 
awards. So without further ado, here 
are the 2009 Academy Award win- 
ners: 

Best 
Millionaire” 

Best Director: Danny Boyle- 
”Slumdog Millionaire” 

Best Actor: Sean Penn- “Milk” 

Best Actress: Kate Winslet- 
“The Reader” 

Best Supporting Actor: Heath 
Ledger- “The Dark Knight” 

Best Supporting Actress: 
Penelope Cruz- “Vicky Cristina 
Barcelona” 

Best Animated Feature Film: 
“Wall-E” 


Picture: “Slumdog 


Best Foreign Film: 
“Departures”- Japan 
Best Original Screenplay: 


“Milk”- Dustin Lance Black 

Best Adapted Screenplay: 
“Slumdog Millionaire’- Simon 
Beaufoy 

Best Documentary Feature: 
“Man on Wire” 


Golden 


The winners of the 
first big award show 


of the season. 


By MERISSA LIVERMORE 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


The Golden Globes have come 
and gone and with them are some 
very happy celebrities that have new 
awards and some disappointed ones 
that walked away with nothing. Here 
is the complete list of celebrating 
celebrities that have won and the web 
address if you want to see the losers 
as well, http:/Awww.goldenglobes 
.org/nominations/, congrats to the 
following winners: 

Cecil B. DeMille Award: Steven 
Spielberg 

Best Motion Picture-Drama: 
“Slumdog Millionaire” 


Best Performance by an 
Actress in a Motion Picture- 
Drama: Kate Winslet- 


“Revolutionary Road” 

Best Performance by an Actor 
in a Motion Picture-Drama: 
Mickey Rourke- “The Wrestler” 

Best Motion Picture-Musical or 


Comedy: “Vicky Cristina 
Barcelona” 
Best Performance by an 


Actress in a Motion Picture- 
Musical or Comedy: Sally 
Hawkins- “Happy-Go-Lucky” 

Best Performance by an Actor 
in a Motion Picture-Musical or 
Comedy: Colin Farrell- “In Burges” 

Best Performance by an 
Actress in a Supporting Role in a 
Motion Picture: Kate Winslet- “The 
Reader” 

Best Performance by an Actor 
in a Supporting Role in a Motion 
Picture: Heath Ledger- “The Dark 
Knight” 

Best Animated Feature Film: 
“Wall-E” 


photo courtesy of www.rushprnews.com 


Three Oscars just waiting to end up in the hands of 
‘some very deserving celebrities. 


Best Original Score: “Slumdog 


Millionaire” 


Best Original Song: “Jai Ho”- 
“Slumdog Millionaire” 

Best Film Editing: “Slumdog 
Millionaire”- Chris Dickens 

Best Documentary - 
Subject: “Smile Pinki” 

Best Cinematography: 
“Slumdog Millionaire” -Anthony 
Dod Mantle 

Best Costume Design: 
Duchess” -Michael O'Connor 

Best Sound Mixing: “Slumdog 
Millionaire”- Ian Tapp, Richard 
Pryke, Resul Pookutty 


Globes 


Best Foreign Language Film: 
“Waltz With Bashir” (Israel) 

Best Director-Motion Picture: 
Danny Boyle- “Slumdog 
Millionaire” 

Best Screenplay-Motion 
Picture: “Slumdog Millionaire”- 
written by Simon Beaufoy 

Best Original Score: “Slumdog 
Millionaire’- Composed by A.R. 
Rahman 

Best Original 
Picture: “The 
Wrestler” 

Best Television Series-Drama: 
“Mad Men” (AMC) 

Best Performance by an 
Actress in a Television Series- 
Drama: Anna (Paquin- “True 
Blood’(HBO) 

Best Performance by an Actor 
in a Television Series-Drama: 
Gabriel Byrne- “In 
Treatment’(HBO) 

Best Television series-Musical 
or Comedy: “30 Rock” (NBC) 

Best Performance by an 
Actress in a Television Series- 
Musical or Comedy: Tina Fey- “30 
Rock” 

Best Performance by an Actor 
in a Television Series-Musical or 
Comedy: Alec Baldwin- “30 Rock” 

Best Mini-Series or Motion 
Picture \Made for Television: “John 
Adams” (HBO) 

Best Performance by an 
Actress in a Mini-Series or Motion 
Picture \Made for Television: Laura 


Short 


“The 


Song-Motion 
Wrestler’- “The 


. Linney- “John Adams” 


Best Performance by an Actor 
in a Mini-Series or Motion Picture 
\Made for Television: Paul 
Giamatti- “John Adams” 

Best Performance by an 
Actress in a Supporting Role in a 
Series, Mini-Series or Motion 
Picture \Made for Television: Laura 
Dern- “Recount”(HBO) 

Best Performance by an Actor 
in a Supporting Role in a Series, 
Mini-Series or Motion Picture 
\Made for Television: Tom 
Wilkinson- “John Adams”(HBO) 


Best Sound Editing: “The Dark 
Knight”- Richard King 

Best Live Action Short Film: 
“Spielzeugland (Toyland)” 

Best Animated Short Film: “La 
Maison de Petits Cubes” 

Best Makeup: “The Curious 
Case of Benjamin Button”- Greg 
Cannon 

Best Art Direction: “The 
Curious Case of Benjamin Button”- 
Donald Graham Burt, Victor J. Zolfo 

Best Visual Effects: “The 
Curious Case of Benjamin Button’”- 
Eric Barba, Steve Preeg, Burt Dalton, 
Craig Barron 


Oscar 


13 months to the day 
of Heath Ledger 


death celebrated 
By MERISSA LIVERMORE 


‘ Arts and Entertainment Editor 


It's been a 
year since 
Heath Ledger's 
death and since 
the rumors of 
-an Oscar for 
the late 
beloved Ausie 
actor for his 
outstanding 
performance as 
the Joker in “Batman: The Dark 
Knight.” So after a long year of wait- 
ing the moment of truth has come. 
Ledger. had already secured his 
Golden Globe and Screen Actors 
Guild Awards posthumous earlier this 
year in both January and early 
February As of Sunday night Ledger 
became only the second actor to 
receive an Academy Award posthu- 
mously for his role as the Joker in 
“Batman: The Dark Knight.” 

Since Ledger has sadly passed 
away he had received 35 awards. 
Most of which he received while still 
alive, but some of the awards, like the 
Golden Globe for “Dark Knight,” he 
will never see. It is sad to look back 
on a career and a life that should have 
continued to blossom and explode as 
time passed but was stunted too soon 
by an accidental overdose of pre- 
scription drugs that should have 
never happened. Ledger's daughter, 
Matilda, is another thing that Ledger 
has left behind, but she will never be 
able to forget her father. At the ageof 
18 Matilda will receive Ledger's 


Some more awards 
for all those celebs 


that we love so much 


By JENNIFER PARSHLEY 
Correspondent 


On Jan. 25, the 15th Annual 
Screen Actors Guild (SAG) 
Awards were held in Los Angeles, 
Calif. at the Los Angeles Shrine 
Exposition Center. In 1964, the 
awards were started specifically 
by the SAG to show recognition 
to its best and most worthy actors 
for their work in the previous 
year and they have quickly 
become one of the film industry's 
most prized honors. They were 
televised for the first time in 
1995. They have also introduced 
the “Life Achievement Award,” 
which honors an_ established 
member of the industry for hold- 
ing to the highest ideals of the 
acting profession. Past winners of 
this inspiring award have includ- 
ed George Burns, Robert 
Redford, Elizabeth Taylor, Clint 
Eastwood, James Garner and 
Julie Andrews, among many oth- 
ers. This year it was presented to 
James Earl Jones. This year's 
winners were: 

Outstanding Performance 
by a Male Actor in a Leading 
Role: Sean Penn 

Outstanding Performance 
by a Female Actor in a Leading 
Role: Meryl Streep 

Outstanding Performance 
by a Male Actor in a Supporting 


Role: Heath Ledger 
Outstanding Performance 
by a Female Actor in a 
Supporting Role: Kate Winslet 
Outstanding Performance 
by the Cast of a Motion Picture: 


. “Slumdog Millionaire” 


Outstanding Performance 
by a Male Actor in a Television 


Movie or Miniseries: Paul 
Giamatti 

Outstanding Performance 
by a Female Actor a 


Television Movie or Miitserlar 
Laura Linney 
Outstanding Performance 
by a Male Actor in a Drama 
Series: Hugh Laurie 
Outstanding Performance 


by a Female Actor in a Drama’ 


Series: Sally Field — 
Outstanding Performance 
by a Male Actor in a Comedy 
Series: Alec Baldwin 
Outstanding Performance 
by a Female Actor in a Comedy 
Series: Tina Fey 
Outstanding Performance 
by an Ensemble in a Comedy 
Series: “30 Rock” (NBC) 
Outstanding Performance 
by an Ensemble in a Drama 
Series: “Madmen” (AMC) 
Outstanding Performance 
by a Stunt Ensemble in a 


Motion Picture: “The Dark 
Knight” (Warner Brothers 
Studios) 


Outstanding. Performance 
by a Stunt Ensemble in a 
Television Series: “Heroes” 
(NBC) ; 

Screen Actors Guild Awards 


_ 45th Annual Life Achievement 


Award: James Earl Jones . 


for Heath 
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Heath Ledger before his untimely death in January 
2007. He is sorely missed and fondly remembered. 


Oscar. and have to sign a contract 
agreeing to keep the Oscar and if she 
doesn't want it the contract states that 
she has to return it. Because Matilda 
is only 3 it will be many years before 
she gets to behold one of the biggest 
honors that has ever been bestowed 
upon her father. 

With so many people backing one 
of the best rising actors in history it 
would be so hard to say no to such a 
job well done, but the problem from 
the beginning always was the fact 
that Ledger is dead. Even as the 81st 
annual Oscar nominees were 
announced the thought passed that 
there has only ever been’one actor to 
ever receive an Oscar posthumously, 
and that actor was Peter Finch. It's 
quite simple and has been said 
before, the academy doesn't want to 
reach out and pat a dead man on the 


back. This year though, the Academy 
made an exception. ~ 

"This award tonight validated 
Heath's quiet determination to be 


truly accepted by you all here, his’ 


peers, in an industry that he so 
loved," said Ledger's father, Kim, as 


the actor's family accepted the Oscar 


on his behalf. Ledger's sister also had 
a few things to say as well. 

"We really wish you were here, 
but we proudly accept this award on 
behalf of your beautiful Matilda," his 
sister Kate Ledger told the glitzy 


~ Oscar ceremony. 


It was a sad night but also very 
happy, it's just too bad that it is after 
his death that people are realizing just 
how good he was. A bittersweet 
moment to a long awaited night. 
Congratulations Heath, and we miss 
you. 


ee 


award news 


By MerissA LIVERMORE 
) Arts and Entertainment Editor 


Weeks have 
_ passed and the 
~ Oscars have 
- come and gone, 
_ but it's not just 
- Oscar rumors 
_ that are causing 
trouble and 
raising hopes in , 
tinsel = town. 
Reality shows 
es * are prepping for 
high points of their seasons and 
ebrities are getting hitched. Others 
are getting new roles and some are 
preparing for appearance changes. No 
matter what is going on in these crazy 
celebrity minds one thing reigns true; 
even if they are like normal people 
(hey can not live normal lives. 

Kathy Griffin to support Steve 
Wozniak: Kathy Griffin is cheering 
for her ex beau, billionaire Apple co- 
founder Steve Wozniak on “Dancing 
With the Stars.” "I will be watching, 
ind will be riveted," the comic told 
Usmagazine.com at the 11th Annual 
Costume Designers Guild Awards in 
Beverly Hills Tuesday. "If I am in 
‘own, I will definitely go support him." 
Griffin called it quits with Wozniak 
last April, and later told “Us” they'd 
rever slept together. The couple met 
he year before after he watched her 
oerform in Saratoga, New York. 
‘[We've] stayed friends, and I think it 
S great he is doing this,” Griffin told 
‘Us” of his decision to dance. "It will 
lefinitely expose him to people he 
would not normally meet. It is always 
fun to see Steve in a fish out of water 
situation. He will make all kinds of 
aew friends." For those of you who 
don't know Griffin she has her own 
show on “Bravo” called “My Life on 
bE D-List” and has had many comedy 


_ No Love for Jessica: Jessica 
Simpson's weight blew up in the end 
of January beginning of February, but 
over the past few weeks Simpson's 
been.on the cover of all sorts of maga- 
zines from “Us” to “In Touch’ and 
even “OK” all of which show. her 
when she was on her diet for her role 
as Daisy Duke and now, dragging her 
down every way they can. One cover 
even said she would lose 20 pounds in 
a certain amount of time. In “Us” 
there's a set of four pictures with the 
date and her weight. In June 2005 her 
Weight was less than 110 pounds in 
April of 2007 it was over 130. Just four 
months later in August. it was record- 
ed she weighed less than 120. Now 
‘that she is up to 135 people are freak- 
‘ing out. Many people have said that if 
she wasn't a celebrity that she would. 
just be considered voluptuous and 
beautiful but because she's a “sex sym- 
bol” that her weight gain is unaccept- 
able. Way to make us 140-150 
pounders feel obese. So where does 
lis end? With Simpson breaking 
down and forcing herself to lose 
ight to be unhealthily skinny. Even 
ichard Simmons had some advice for 
son. "I was 268 pounds, I've been 
e," the weight gum told 
tertainment Tonight.” "We eat for 
SO many reasons," Simmons says. 
| ae of the reasons are emotional." 
“Us Weekly” has reported Simpson 
packed on pounds because she's inse- 
‘cure in her relationship with Tony 
Romo. "We have to start liking our- 
selves more before we start taking bet- 
iter care of ourselves," Simmons says 
"it's just so tough to be exposed, and let ° 
an see you gain weight.” "I pray 
for all those celebrities who are having 
jareally tough time.” ; 

_ “New Moon” casting informa- 
ition: Taylor Lautner, who plays Jacob 
Black in the book turned movie 
“Twilight,” told “Life and Style” that 


ly 
if 


he was supposed to be replaced in the 
sequel “New Moon” because he was 
considered to be too skinny and lanky 
so the actor gained 30 pounds and 
worked his butt off to gain muscle in 
order to keep his role. In more casting 
information, Dakota Fanning has been 
offered the role of Jane, one of the 
Vultiri's guard. “I really hope it will 
work out,” Fanning told “In Touch” in 
the Feb. 16 issue. “I'm a big fan of the 
actors in the film and to be a part of 
that would be a great privilege.” 
Hopefully everything will work out in 
her favor, even though she admits she 
hasn't read all four books yet. Also 
Vanessa Hudgens from “High School 
Musical” has auditioned for the role of 
Leah Clearwater. Granted there is no 
singing in this movie, but best of luck 
to her as well. 

Kate Walsh to return to Grey's 
Anatomy?: Katherine Heigl and T.R. 
Knight may be leaving “Grey's 
Anatomy,” which was sort of revealed 
on “Ellen” when Eric Dane, who plays 
Mark Sloan, was on ‘and Ellen 
DeGeneres asked, but there's one star 
who could be coming back! 


‘Usmagazine.com asked Kate Walsh if 


she'd return to the ABC drama at the 


Swarovski Pre-Oscar Celebration in . 


Beverly Hills Wednesday. "I might," 
she hinted. "I'm not gonna’ say. Who 
knows what's in the mind of [show 
creator] Shonda Rhimes." Walsh, who 
currently stars in the “Grey's 
Anatomy” spin-off “Private Practice,” 
recently filmed a guest spot on her for- 
mer show. "I loved it," she told “Us.” 
"Fantastic. I'm really thrilled, and I 
think it's always fun to go back." The 
actress says she's "in a great place" 
after her December split from Alex 
Young. The couple wed in September 
2007. "I'm great," she said. "I'm about 
to wrap ‘Private Practice’ and I'm hav- 
ing a great time. I'm thrilled with the 
numbers, and I'm in a great place.” 

American Idol reached top 12 

verdict: Not entirely too sure why this 
show is still running other than desper- 
ate people who want to make public 
fools of themselves to get their 15- 
minutes of fame, but American Idol's 
new season has finally reached its first 
three of their top 12. The following 
people are the lucky three of 12. 
Danny Gokey, a 28-year-old church 
music director from’ Milwaukee; 
Michael Sarver, a 27-year-old oil rig 
worker from Jasper, Texas; and Alexis 
Grace, a 21-year-old single mother 
from Memphis, Tennessee are going 
on to the next round after receiving 
over 24 million viewer votes. Next 
week, 12 more semifinalists will com- 
pete for another three spots in the Top 
12. But those voted off still have a 
chance; after nine finalists are picked 
by viewer votes, the judges will select 
the final three contestants in a wild 
card round that airs on March 5. 

Marriage in the air: Rachel 
Bilson and Hayden Christensen are 
engaged, “People” reported. "They're 
so excited," a friend of the couple told 
the mag. "They're a great couple. 
Rachel seems thrilled beyond belief." 
When reached by “Access 
Hollywood,” a rep for Rachel would 
not comment on the star's personal life. 
The former "The OC" starlet and the 
"Star Wars” prequels actor co-starred 
in the 2008 film "Jumper," and have 
reportedly dated since 2007. "I'm 
happy and that's all that matters," 
Rachel told “Page Six Magazine” last 
September. "I have someone really 
great. Someone who can make me 
laugh, that's always what comes first. 
It's the best to be able to really, like, 
truly laugh with someone like they're 
your best friend, you know?" She was 
previously linked to her "OC" on- 
screen boyfriend, Adam Brody, while 
Hayden has been connected to Sienna 
Miller. 

Usher's wife released from the 
hospital: Usher 's wife, Tameka Foster 
, was released from a Sao Paulo hospi- 
tal after recovering from a heart attack 
suffered shortly before undergoing 
plastic surgery, the Associated Press 
reports. A spokeswoman for the Sirio- 
Libanes Hospital said Wednesday that 


Ha ha Hollywood! 


Foster, 37, left the facility Monday 
night but declined to provide any 
details on Foster's treatment. Ellen 
Dastry, a. spokeswoman for the Silvio 
Sterman, the doctor who was to per- 
form the plastic surgery, said last week 
that Foster checked into the Sao Rafael 
hospital on Feb. 6 for a simple liposuc- 
tion and went into cardiac arrest while 
being anesthetized "but was revived in 
less than a minute by heart massage." 
She was placed in an induced coma 
before being taken to the intensive care 
unit, said Dastry. She then was trans- 
fered to the better-equipped Sirio- 
Libanes Hospital for recovery. Usher, 
30, canceled his. performance at Clive 
Davis' pre-Grammy Gala last Saturday 
to rush to Brazil to be with his wife. 
His rep told Usmagazine.com Monday 
that she was in "stable condition after 
suffering complications from routine 
surgery." Foster and Usher wed in 
August 2007. They are parents to two- 
month-old Naveid Ely Raymond and 
Usher Raymond V, 15 months. Foster 
also has three sons from a prior rela- 
tionship. 


Miley Cyrus at the Oscars:The 
Oscars were a family affair for Miley 


Cyrus on Sunday night, as she brought . 


her mom along as her date. "She's my 
mom and my date - and my dress 
fluffer!" Miley joked with Access 
Hollywood's Nancy O'Dell and Billy 
Bush on the red carpet. So where was 
dad Billy Ray? "Dad stepped on my 
train too many times at the Golden 
Globes," Miley laughed. "He's not 
coming until he learns what a train is 
and how not to step on it!" But when it 
comes-to her relationship with her 
father, it's something the teen star takes 
very serious and she has been forced to 
fend off attacks questioning the pair's 


« yelationship. "I feel like me and my 


dad have a better relationship than 
most kids in high school do with their 
parents and some say that's odd, but I 
don't find that odd," Miley added. 
"He's the reason I'm alive! And he's the 
one that lets me do this! It's not just my 
choice, it's my parents’ choice too." 
Miley's mom, Tish, also defended her 
daughter's relationship with Billy Ray 
and said it can be hard to ignore the 
attacks against her family. 

Stars sneak in through Oscars 
back door: Not every star who arrives 
at the Oscars strolls along the red car- 
pet out front to the applause of thou- 
sands of star-struck fans. Some like to 
sneak in the back. "It's so much nicer. 
No one's screaming," Goldie Hawn 
said as she arrived at a loading dock 
about 45 minutes before Sunday's 
Oscar show and slipped through a door 
that led directly to the Kodak Theatre's 
green room. Hawn, a best supporting 
actress winner in 1970, was accompa- 
nied by longtime beau Kurt Russell. 
Although the show's producers kept a 
tight lid on who would be handing out 
awards during the show, word leaked 
out that a number of presenters and 
performers were coming in through 
the back way in order to keep people 
watching at home in suspense. And 
while low-key, the back door provided 
an entrance not entirely without glam- 
our. Although the loading dock was 
filled with construction equipment, 
there was also a small patch of red car- 
pet where stars posed very briefly for a 
handful of photographers. The 
entrance was framed by a pair of Oscar 
statues. Among those taking that route 
to the theater were Tina Fey, 
Christopher Walken, Shirley 
MacLaine, Adrien Brody, Steven 
Spielberg and Steve Martin. Brody 
brought his father while Spielberg was 
accompanied by his daughter. "I 
should find makeup," Martin said as he 
walked inside. 

Romance is at the Oscars: The 
Oscars aren't all about winning. 
They're also about romance, as in 
Jennifer Aniston overheard backstage 
whispering into John Mayer 's ear, "I 
really love you, every part of you." 
The couple arrived at the backdoor 
entrance to the Kodak Theatre shortly 
before the show began, and Aniston 
confirmed she would be presenting an 
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Miley Cyrus and mother Tish pose for a mother 
daughter photo-op on the red carpet Feb. 22. 


award. Perhaps indicating why they 
didn't arrive earlier, Mayer joked that it 
had taken Aniston three hours longer 
to get ready than him. As the couple 


-stood hand-in-hand, pre-show .chaos 


unfolded all around them. At one point 
Ben Stiller sprinted by. A moment 
later, two crates filled with Oscars for 
the night's winners were carried 
toward the stage. "Wow!" Aniston 
exclaimed. "Do we have to stand and 
salute?" . 

Penelope Cruz has an emotion 
win: Penelope Cruz won the first 
Academy Award of the night Sunday, 
claiming the supporting-actress honor 
as a tempestuous artist in Woody 
Allen's Spanish romance "Vicky 
Cristina Barcelona." The win capped a 
big weekend for Cruz, fresh off her 
win Saturday for the same prize at the 
Spirit Awards honoring independent 
film. "Vicky Cristina Barcelona" fea- 
tures Cruz as an unstable Spaniard in a 
steamy three-way affair with her ex- 
husband and an American woman. 
"Has anybody ever fainted here? 
Because I might be the first one," Cruz 
said, who went on with warm thanks to 
Allen. "Thank you, Woody, for trust- 
ing me with this beautiful character. 
Thank you for having written all these 
years some of the greatest characters 
for women." It's the fifth time an Allen 
film has earned a performer a support- 
ing-acting honor. Cruz joins past Allen 
collaborators Dianne Wiest, a 
dualOscar winner for "Hannah and 
Her Sisters". and "Bullets Over 
Broadway;". Michael Caine for 
"Hannah and Her Sisters;" and Mira 
Sorvino for "Mighty Aphrodite." The 
award was presented by five past sup- 
porting-actress winners, including last 
year's Tilda Swinton, plus Eva Marie 
Saint, Anjelica Huston, Whoopi 
Goldberg and Goldie Hawn. 

Red Carpet Fashions from 
Access Hollywood: Angelina Jolie 
and Brad Pitt arrived at the Oscars on 
Sunday as Hollywood's golden couple, 
and they looked classically glamorous 
in black and white. Jolie's dress was a 
black sweetheart-neck strapless gown, 
accessorized with green drop earrings. 
Pitt stuck to an old-school black bow 
tie with his tux. Sean Penn also per- 
fectly matched his wife, Robin Wright 
Penn, both in all black. Kate Winslet 
also went with dark and sophisticated 
in a gray satin and black tulle dress by 
Atelier Yves Saint Laurent. The asym- 
metric neckline would prove to be one 
of the night's biggest trends. The other 


big look on the red carpet at the Kodak 
Theatre in Los Angeles was light col- 
ors, even Mickey Rourke in his Jean 
Paul Gaultier suit without a tie. Anne 
Hathaway sparkled in a strapless 
champagne-colored Armani Prive 
gown covered in crystals and circular 
pailettes with a jeweled dragon brooch 
on the back. Evan Rachel Wood was in 
a strapless flesh-tone number, and 
Jessica Biel was in a sleek Prada strap- 
less column gown in shiny white satin 
with a bow detail on the front. Marisa 
Tomei's one-shoulder, dove-gray gown 
was covered with dramatic fan pleats. 
Taraji P. Henson made her big style 
statement with an oversized 19th-cen- 
tury diamond flower necklace by Fred 
Leighton, paired with a cream-colored 
strapless dress with uneven tiers of 
fabric and a train by Roberto Cavalli. 
"Taraji looks great," said stylist Robert 
Verdi. "The color is a little washed out, 
but I love the contrasting bag and the 
statement necklace. Both work really 
well because she went with a very nat- 
ural hair-and-makeup statement with a 
little drama in the eyes." Amy Adams 
also went with a chunky Leighton 
necklace, a colored gemstone and dia- 
mond bib from the 1950s comple- 
menting a crimson bustier dress with 
black spider web-piping by Carolina 
Herrera. Heidi Klum also was in red, 
hers a more fashion-forward asymmet- 
rical Roland Mouret gown with a high 
slit that showed off her model figure. 
She designed the ruby red-dress charm 
on one of her funky bracelets in a part- 
nership with Diet Coke's Heart Truth 
campaign, which raises awareness 
about heart disease. "I think red is 
never out. ... Red is a great color for 
everyone," she said in an interview 
with The Associated Press a few days 
before the awards. "It's a powerful 
color not like gray and blending in. It 
says, ‘Hey, I have something to say." 
Fashion star Sarah Jessica Parker wore 
a light green strapless gown by Dior 
Couture with gold waves decorating 
the bodice, and Natalie Portman had 
flashes of gold on her bubble gum- 
pink dress. Freida Pinto provided a 
pop of electricity in a beaded blue John 
Galliano gown with one bejeweled 
lace sleeve. 

That's not all there is, but if you 
want more Oscars' news or celebrity 
gossip tune back in for the next issue 
of the Observer. 
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Come Join the 
NECC Dance Club 


The NECC Dance Club 
has begun meeting for the 
semester! Anyone who is 
interested in being a part of 
the Dance Club should 
attend the next meeting. 
Meetings are held Monday's 
1:15-2:15 p.m. at the Sports 
and Fitness Center in the 
Dance Studio. For more 
information contact Michelle 
Deane at 
mdeane@necc.mass.edu. — 


Student-Directed 
One-Act Plays 


Anyone that is interested 
. in directing a one-act play has 
to contact Susan Sanders in 
Spurk C317C or via email at 
ssanders@necc.mass.edu. 
Student directors must submit 
a proposal by noon on 
Wednesday, March 4, no 
experience necessary. The 
- forms can be picked up at 
Sanders office. Auditions for 
the one-act plays will be on 
Monday, March 30 at 6 p.m. 
in the Top Notch Theater. The 
plays will be performed May 8 
and 9. . 


Peace Poetry 
Contest and Reading 


The rules are: one poem 
per writer, 30 lines or less, 
thymed or unrhymed. and 
accompanying artwork is also 
enthusiastically accepted. The 
format should be as follows: 
any style, typed or hand print- 
ed. IMPORTANT- Include the 
following information with 
your poem: 

Title of poem, Author's 
name, Grade, Name of school 
and town, Parent's- or 
Teacher's name & phone 
number, Email address to 
notify winning entries. 
Submission deadline 

All entries must be post- 
marked or emailed by 5 p.m., 
March 15, 2009. 

Send entries to peacepoet- 
ry@necc.mass.edu or to: 

NECC Peace . Poetry 
Contest 

100 Elliott Street, Spurk 
Building, Rm 317h 

Haverhill, MA 01830- 
2399 

All work is to be complete- 
ly original and unpublished. 
Help with spelling and gram- 
mar Is permissible but supply- 
ing more suitable words or 
phrases would disqualify an 
entry. Poems will not be 
returned unless requested 


and accompanied by a 
stamped, self-addressed 
envelope. 
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Are you taken with ‘Taken’ 


Taken’ hit the box 
office with a splash, 


but is it worth it 


By JOSHUA THERRIEN 
Correspondent 


Wirheenn 
Brian Mills 
says he is 
going to find 
you and kill: 
you, he means 
it. “Taken,” a 
movie that 
opened on Jan. 
30, shows the 
extent 


this movie recently because the pre- 
view, like most, promised a good, 
out-of-the-ordinary story. It deliv- 
ered, sort of. I didn't completely feel 
like I wasted $10, but I left the theater 
feeling like there needed to be more 
depth to the film, if not the story. I 
give this movie a medium-sized pop- 
corn bucket, not quite worth the price 
of a large. If the movie looked inter- 
esting, be warned, here spoilers 
abound. Since its opening, “Taken” 
has taken in $24.7 million in box 
office sales, which isn't much when 
compared to other movies that have 
graced the theaters not too long ago, 


Co) a 
father's love for his daughter. I saw 


such as “The Dark Knight” with 
$155.34 million in its first weekend. 
“Taken” did, however, top the list of 
recent releases, almost doubling the 
runner up, “Paul Blart: Mall Cop,” at 
$13.8 million. The movie was direct- 
ed by Pierre Morel, who also had a 
hand in “Unleashed,” “District B13” 
and “War.” It was written by Luc 
Besson and Robert Mark Kamen. It 
starred Liam Neeson as Brian Mills, 
an ex-government spy-type who has 
just retired to spend more time with 
his 17-year-old daughter during the 
summer before she heads off to col- 
lege. 

The buildup is slow at the begin- 
ning, somewhat reminding me of a 
rollercoaster ride climbing its first 
hill. The movie does a decent job of 
conveying Brian Mills' sadness at 
having missed much of his daughter's 
life. He fawns over the solitary photo 
album of his daughter's birthdays. He 
meticulously wraps her birthday 
present, making sure that it looks per- 
fectly square at every edge. The 
movie accurately sets up Kim as his 
one and only priority. He disregards 
the rules of her birthday party in an 
attempt to have some alone time with 
her. The movie seems to be innocent 
and straightforward until Kim's 
friend is snatched up by a small 
group of large men in black. Kim 
hides from the trespassers under a 
bed in the next room while on the 
phone with her father. The audience 
gets a shock when Brian calmly but 


-reluctantly tells her, “They're going 


to take you.” They do just that. When 
one of the men picks up the phone 
Brian vows, “If you do not return my 
daughter, I will find you, and I will 
kill you.” The man responds, “Good 
Luck.” And the chase is on. 

Brian wastes no time, and for the 
remainder of the total 1 hour and 34 
minutes, he keeps to his word. The 
movie is riddled with action and 
interrogation, with a little bit of dis- 
appointment and betrayal mixed in. 
High-speed car chases and explo- 
sions, gun fights and hand-to-hand 
combat, make this movie a good fit to 
the action-seeking guy's mindset of 
violence and senseless destruction. 

There are a few plot twists to the 
film, even though it is mostly 
straightforward. Father promises to 
find daughter and at the end finds 
daughter. A small twist happens when 
Brian learns that he has only 96 hours 
to find his daughter before never see- 
ing her again. Another small twist 
comes along when Brian learns that 
his pure daughter is too valuable and 
is to be sold to the highest bidder. 

Famke Janssen, looking as sexy 
as ever, plays Lenore, Kim's mom. 
She is overcome with grief at her 
daughter's abduction. The grief does- 
n't seem entirely believable though. 
Perhaps it is because the audience is 


- not given any reason to feel for her 


what with her being a complete bitch 
the whole time before her daughter is 
kidnapped. Lenore is Brian's ex-wife 


Competitive gaming 


Competitive gaming 
has remained very 
popular over the years 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinion Editor 


Finally 
after 12 years 
and multiple 


world warriors 
_ of Street 


and 
there has never 


_ been a better time to be a fan. 


Hopefully with the release of “Street 
Fighter 4” a new era of fighting 
games can flourish. 

Yeah apparently before “Call of 
Duty” and “Halo,” there were other 
games that caused players to congre- 
gate in mass numbers just to try to 
establish dominance over each other. 


Finally ‘Exonerated’ __ 


“The Exonerated”’ 
performed, one-act 
plays soon to come 


By CHRISTINA NAPOLI 
Correspondent 


We, the jury, find the defendant 
guilty on all charges. 

But what happens when they're 
not? 

“The Exonerated” is a play by 
Jenson and Jessica Blank that tells the 
story of six prison inmates that were 
wrongly convicted of their crimes 


have 


Those games used to be fighting 


games like “Street Fighter 2,” 
“Mortal Kombat” and “Tekken 3.” 
These games prompted many com- 
petitive sessions that were full of gra- 
tuitous swearing, chest beating 
bravado, broken egos and lots of 
quarters being spent. 

But unfortunately “Mortal 
Kombat” got crushed. under the 
weight of its absurd legacy and has 
struggled to stay relevant after multi- 
ple sequels that tried to cash in on the 


latest gimmicks. The “Tekken” fran- 


chise was nearly killed by the crime 
against humanity known as “Tekken 
4.” Meanwhile “Street Fighter's” 
momentum stalled after 1999 due to 
the rising popularity of 3D fighters 
with more emphasis on realistic 
physics. 

However while the medium of 
choice for modern gamers to compete 


against one another seems to be. 


online shooters, I suggest everyone 
should give “Street Fighter 4” a go 
whether you're casual or hardcore 
gamer, fighter fan or not, even if you 
haven't played “Street Fighter” 
before in your life you should try it. 


and placed on death row. The six 
characters are the stories of true for- 
mer death row inmates that had their 
irmocence proven. The Blanks inter- 
viewed 40 inmates, only six, howev- 
ef, were chosen to be included in the 
ay. 

A combination of NECC stu- 

dents, recent alumni and faculty per- 


formed the show on Feb. 18 and 19. 


The cast included John- Budzyna, 
Conrad Fitton, Jake Gardiner, Orlik 
Guzman, Gina Kattar, Melody 
Martinez, Chris McMullen, Gustavo 
Mendez, Thomas Walker, and Mark 
Zick. The play was directed by Jim 
Murphy. 

’ Kerry Cook is one of the charac- 
ters included in the play. He is a man 


The game seems to be like a blend of 
the addictive pick up and-play nature 
of “Street Fighter 2” and the more 
technical approach of “Street Fighter 
38? 

The controls scheme is probably 
the most responsive and sharp setup 
outside of the “Virtua Fighter” fran- 
chise: The amount of special moves 
and combos have been dialed back a 
bit and more attention has been 
placed on using them wisely as 
opposed to overpowering your oppo- 
nent. For example the inclusion of 


the Revenge gauge which when full : 
allows you to attack your opponent 


with an ultra combo, the catch being 
that the only way this gauge fills up is 
by taking damage from your oppo- 
nent. In essence it gives the fighter 
another chance to retaliate while in 
the brink of defeat. Also adding to 
the more counter-striking nature of 
the game is the focus system that 
allows the player to cause more dam- 
age with well-timed and -placed 
attacks. 

Before you’can get into the new 
combat system the first thing you will 
notice is its vibrant presentation. The 


that was convicted =: killing Linda Jo 
Edwards in 1977 and released in 
1997. Jesse Tafero and his wife, 
Sonia “Sunny” Jacobs, are another 
two characters featured in the play. 
Jesse was convicted of a 1976 murder 


of two police officers at a highway 


rest stop, and put to death by electric 
chair two years before his wife was 
convicted of the same crime. Sunny 
is the only female inmate featured in 
the play. 

Each character that is featured in 
the play sat on death row for as long 
as 20 years. The six that are in the 
play were chosen because of how 
hard lawyers fought pro-bono to clear 
their names. 

“The Exonerated” was just one of 


who resents Brian wholeheartedly for | 
reasons the audience only gets a hint 
of. Even when we are told why she is 
such a shrew, it is not conmpletely y 
convincing. | 
The film does a good job of] 
relaying Brian's ability to carry out i 
his vow for rescuing his daughter | 
with a scene that shows him fend off | 
the would-be attacker to a pop singer. 
Brian's movements are quick and 
focused, but the camera work leaves 
more to be desired. Many of the fight 
scenes flip-flop angles to imply 
intensity, but come off only remind- | 
ing me of the bad choreography of 
“Catwoman.” 
Overall, the movie was mediocre. 
The movie, like most these days, isa 
“mere hour and a half, giving me the 
impression that the director and pro- | 
ducers care only about the bottom | 
line or perhaps they had something 
else to do..The movie could easily 
have been expanded to two hours or 
so and the story developed further. I 
was also slightly disappointed with 
the violence in the movie. Brian's 
daughter has just been kidnapped, but 
his demeanor seems subdued. Of} 
course, an ex-operative would have | 
some control, but the fights and tor- | 
ture scenes seemed too cold. There | 
needed to be more anger. If I were in | 
his place, I would not have settled for 
a simple gunshot to the head when | 
my daughter's life has been threat- | 
ened. Where was the agony? I think 
we needed Rob Zombie to direct this. _ 


time | 


game still plays fike a 2D = but. 
all of the character models and bacea 
grounds are rendered in beautiful 3 
models and are presented in 1080 
high definition. So yeah it's one é| 
the few reasons you can justify | 
shelling out so much cash for a high | 
definition television set. ° 
"At the end of the day I don't think 
there are too many complaints I can | 
come up with for “Street Fighter 4,” 
well maybe it could have used some | 
more characters new and returning. _ 
Out of the four new characters three | 
of them fit right into the “Street 
Fighter” fray quite nicely with the 
only drawback being Rufus, whose, i 
style and moves just don't cutit. 
With this release and “Tekken 6” 
on the horizon hopefully the fighting? 
genre will get back to its rightful 
place in the gaming world. We an 
“Halo” a shot now let's put competi- 
tive gaming back in capable hands. | 
Street Fighter 4 gets a 5/5 } 
For fans of: Guilty Sal ging i 
games in general | 
¢ 


ly 
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the plays to be perfec at NECC : 
this semester. Now in production is | 
“Dead Man Walking,” a play about | 
capital punishment, written by a New _ 
Orleans nun named Sister Helen ) 
Prejean that counseled inmates that | 
sat on death row. 

Also to be held this semester are | 
a collection of student-directed one- | 
acts. The short plays are to be decid- 
ed by the students. In correction to — 
the previous reporting, the one acts | 
are to be performed in May, not in | 
February like was previously stated.. 
This mistake has been acknowledged | 
and has been corrected with an apol- | 
ogy regarding any confusion that | 
may have resulted from the mistake. . 
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SCHILLER + CRAVENS 


Product placement NOT just for films, 
YOUR community theatre deserves 
subtle corporate sponsorship too..! 

LEGGR TE 
fF come to Gory |i} 
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Crossword 


ACROSS 7 
1 Vagrants 
6 “Nova” network 
9 Men and boys 
14 University of 
Maine setting 
15 Really big laugh 
16 Vigilant 
17 Position of a city 
official 
19 Missionary 
Junipero 
20 Ernie of the 
links 
21 Deuce 
22 Trojan Horse 
whistle-blower 
24 Glimpsed 
25 Cape __, MA 
26 April 15 org. 
27 Queried 
30 Marina of “Star 
Trek: TNG” 
33 Olin of “Alias” 
34 Variation of 
ninepins ; 
38 Uses the postal 
system © 2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
40 Had been All rights reserved. 
41 Tape over 
42 Spanish cavern 
44 British 
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6 Bridge supports Solutions 


“Honey, we’re homeless ... 


” 


composer 
45 Fundamentals 


- 47 Tackled a trail 


48 Picnic invader 

51 Blaster’s letters 

52 Whistle sound 

54 M.L. King’s 
widow 

56 Butter portion 

57 Type of dance 

60 Hackneyed 

61 Bobby’s son of 
the NHL 

64 Academy Award 

65 Rent out 

66 Pianist Blake 

67 Film spools 

68 Eden’s lady 

69 Gaucho’s lariat 


DOWN 
1 Residence 
2 Viva voce 
3 Young men 
4 Lennon’s 
widow 
5 Categorized 


7 Except that 
8 Flying singers 
9 Type of 
fiberboard 
10 One Baldwin 
11 “Slave Ship” 
author Jones 
12 Miscue 
13 Laurel and 
Musial 
18 Bedazzlement 
23 Opposing 
position 
24 Naval research 
project 
27 __ mater 
28 Official stamp 
29 Wield needles 
31 Stern or Babel 
32 Narrow channel 
35 Merry spree 
36 Medieval slave 
37 Plant-to-be 
39 Talks foolishly 
40 Suitable for 
penning 
43 Fails to be 
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46 Beach S. of 
Clearwater 

47 Spicier 

48 Stage performer 

49 Scandinavian 

50 Very short time 

53 Manger morsel 


55 & others 

57 Big horn 

58 Touched down 

59 Supplication 

62 RPM word 

63 Shade of 
color 
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A brief look at one of 
the Northern Essex 


stalwarts 


By NICK SERMUKSNIS 
Alt. Edge Editor 


The doors 
to the Spurk 
building swing 
open periodi- 
cally, 
times in rapid 
succession, 
inviting ‘the 
piercing winds 
in to the lobby. They ward off even 
the mightiest souls from sticking 
around too long as Death's icy grip 
tries to reach through the doorway 
to steal our precious educations. 

There is one soul mightier than 
the rest who sets up shop in the 
lobby day-in and day-out, who dis- 
penses justice and applications like 
lightning. He's Patrick Obertin-- 
Human Resources Recruiter for 
United Parcel Services, Inc. 

I approached Obertin feeling 
that he had a story worth telling. 
Every morning I'd walk in to school 
and on most occasions I would spot 
him standing in one position of the 
Spurk lobby or another with an 


some- 


assertive, but inviting stance. At 
first I thought he was a lonely soul, 
but it turns out Patrick Obertin is 
right where he wants to be. 

I would like to make clear that 
I am not endorsing UPS, Inc. on 
behalf of the Northern Essex 
Observer. This is Obertin's story--a 
look inside of a recurring individual 
of the Northern Essex community. 

When did you start working 
for UPS? 

Three years ago. Around August 
2005. 

How long have you been 
scouting for potential employees? 

I have been a recruiter for 1.5 
years. 

Did you start off as an H.R. 
Recruiter? 

I started off as a Package 
Handler--loading and unloading 
trucks. It's what I'm recruiting for. 

Do you ever wish you weren't 
stuck in the lobby with the doors 
letting in cold air all the time? 

Oh no, this is where the activity 
is. This is where I want to be. I also 
set up at the Recreation Center, and 


I have a cubicle in Career Planning. . 


If you weren't UPS Guy, what 
would you like to be? 

I'm going to Grad school to be 
a teacher. Early childhood educa- 
tion. 


Patrick Obertin is ready for any student to heed his call to arms. 


Has the number of applicants 
picked up due to the recession? 

Yes, we've been getting: a lot 
more applicants, and not just stu- 
dents. We had 42 students last year. 

Do you merely hand out appli- 
cations or do you interview as 
well? 


I do interview. I interviewed 


over 200 people last year. 

If you could have one super- 
power what would it be? 

To zap preparedness into peo- 
ples' heads. It's amazing how many 
people come to an interview unpre- 
pared. It's scary. My number one 


question is, “Why do you want to 


ee 


DISCOVER A WORLD 


Nick Sermuksnis photo” 


work for UPS?” People bring self- 


deprecation into the interviews. 


Let's hope when Obertin com-. 
pletes his education degree he 


instills that sense of commitment _ 


and preparation in the younger gen-_ J 


eration. God knows they need it. 


ARIES (March 21- 
A April 20) - Home dis- 

: putes and family discus- 
Aries sions may require deli- 
cate timing this week. Loved ones 
will now request public loyalty con- 
cerning group plans or social prom- 
ises. Dramatic moments, although 
eventually helpful, will prove 
unavoidable. Remain diplomatic. 
After Thursday some Aries natives 
may be asked to plan unique travel 
events, contact distant relatives or 
submit applications for government 
or corporate projects. Long-term 
change will soon be established: be 
patient. 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) - A workplace 
battle of wills may be on 
the agenda early this 
week. Before Wednesday expect 
rare ultimatums and inappropriate 
comments from older colleagues. 
Egos may be easily bruised over the 
next few days. If so, avoid acting as 
mediator and refuse to be drained by 
petty differences. Thursday through 
Saturday accents romance and new 
friendship. Love relationships will 
now steadily strengthen: watch for 
differences and complex social 
alliances to be quickly resolved. 


Taurus 


GEMINI (May 21- 


[| June 21) - Potential 
lovers will this week seek 
Gewitd public affection and 


romantic promises. In the 
coming weeks new love affairs will 
rapidly expand to include revised 
social celebrations or new home 


routines. After Tuesday, however, 
relatives and trusted friends will 
probe for private details. Remain 
silent: this is not the right time to 
involve family members in romantic 
decisions. Friday through Sunday 
highlights renewed business com- 
munications with past employers or 
old co-workers: stay open. 


CANCER (June 22- 
0° July 22) - Late Monday a 
friend may privately dis- 

Cancer cuss ah unexpected 
social or romantic problem. 
Unethical attractions or new forms 
of sensuality may be on the agenda. 
Be supportive but stress underlying 
emotional consequences. Reliable 
guidance may be needed. After mid- 
week some Cancerians will begin a 
seven month phase of property 
improvements, family decisions or 
home expansion. All looks positive 
and worthwhile: remain attentive to 
minor financial delays and all will 


be well. 
Leo week by sudden disagree- 
ments. Long-term friends 
may now openly question the 
romantic ethics or social sensitivi- 
ties of others. Disputes will be brief 
but extremely irrational: remain qui- 
etly attentive but refuse to be drawn 
into emotional triangles. After 
Wednesday plan new schedules and 
gatherings. All is well.. Thursday 
through Sunday study housing or 
legal documents ffor _ errors. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) - Group alliances may 
be easily disrupted this 


Financial calculations will be mis- 
leading: stay focused. 


TR 


Virgo 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) - Short-term 
finances will require cre- 
ative planning over the 
next few days. Although resources 


may be limited, special purchases or 


property contracts are now highly 
favorable. Propose new ideas to 
loved ones and expect concrete, 
timely answers. After Wednesday 
loved ones will be open to new sug- 
gestions and unusually expressive. 
Areas of concern may involve social 
plans, shared business proposals or 
family events. Remain dedicated to 
bold decisions: change is needed. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
@) 23) - Early this week 
business colleagues and 
hes older officials may rely 
heavily on your expertise. Past 
experience, public reputation and 
the ability to lead will now create 
new job openings. In the coming 
weeks co-workers may ask for guid- 
ance and new direction. Your efforts 
will be greatly appreciated. After 
Friday listen closely to the opinions 


_ or needs of younger friends and rel- 


atives. Loved ones will soon reveal 
their long contemplated plans: stay 


open to fast discussions. 
TH], Nov. 22) - Distant or for- 
gotten friendships may 
Scorpio ~seappear over the next 
few days. Some Scorpios 
will now return to old relationships 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 


in order to properly resolve out- 
standing emotions or end outdated 
obligations. Study complex memo- 
ries and repeated family patterns for 
valuable clues. Late Thursday watch 
also for a rare but intriguing busi- 
ness proposals or financial opportu- 
nity. New plans will eventually lead 
to meaningful rewards: be receptive 
to all new facts, ideas or messages. 
(Nov.. 23-Dec. 21) - 


x Seniority and workplace 
Sagittarins respect may be a delicate 
issue this week. After Monday 
expect previously silent or reserved 
colleagues to express strong opin- 
ions and ask for greater authority. 
Welcome all improvements and 
expect new roles to soon bring clar- 
ity to group relations. Late 
Wednesday a rare social invitation 
may lead to new romance or a sur- 
prising flirtation. Passionate roman- 
tic needs and family obligations 
may soon be at odds. Stay balanced. 


© figures will this week be 


cage pe easily dissuaded from 
new ideas. Competing instructions 
from managers or unusual disagree- 
ments between colleagues may be 
an ongoing problem. Although new 
business ventures are promising, 
expect long-term projects to be post- 
poned. Remain determined: in the 
coming weeks complex opportuni- 
ties will be revealed. Late Friday 


SAGITTARIUS 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 20) - Authority 


watch for a bold and productive 


family discussion. Stay alert: loved 


-ideas. Later this week a trusted 


ones may be unusually expressive. 


AQUARIUS 
WAY 21-Feb. 19) - Love rela- 


Aquarius rience a wave of nostal- 
gia. Over the next few days expect — 


(Jan.._ 


tionships will now expe- _ 


loved ones to reflect on = ‘ 


romantic proposals, social events or 4 


family breakthroughs. Honesty and — 
acceptance are now a continuing 3 


theme: expect meaningful change ; 


and use this time to explore new 
emotional intimacy. After Friday” 


some Aquarians may be asked to! 


guide a younger relative through | 


complex social demands. Remain © 


detached: passions and expectations 
will be high. 


PISCES (Feb. 20- © 


| 
4] 
| 
* | 
| 


| 


March 20) - ‘Financial’ ~ _| 


proposals will now be 

easily accepted or 
approved. Before mid-week plan 
revised business strategies and sub- ~ 
mit new job applications. In the. 
coming weeks workplace and 
money advancements will facilitate 
creative home ventures or career 
opportunities. Stay alert to new 


friend may reveal the recent emo- 
tional history of a key relationship. 
Listen closely and then offer advice: 
your words and past experience are 
needed. 

If your ‘birthday is this 
week...before mid-March watch for 
steady changes in home expecta- 
tions or family relations. Daily 
habits, business commitments and 
lifestyle choices may be a strong 
concern in the coming months. 


| h latest installment 
has landed and it 


ANSEL LOPEZ 
ions Editor 


Gl0.-01.d 
things come to 
/those- who 
‘wait. Or at 
least that is the 
‘case when it 
-comes to the 


_ readers of 
» Bryan Lee 
O'Malley's 


“Scott Pilgrim” comic 
5 The last book “Scott 
gets it together” was 

back in November 2007 


ilgrim a the ae 

For those unfamiliar with the 
ult comic hit, the story is about a 
3 year old Canadian slacker named 
cott Pilgrim (duh) who keeps hav- 
ng dreams about a mysterious 
\merican delivery girl named 
.amona Flowers. When he finally 
ecides to make his move it- is 
rought to his attention that he must 
ght Ramona's “seven evil exes” in 
rder to be with her. The end prod- 


{ student shares her 
iccount of working 
or her dream 

3Y BRITTANY SAAB 
Jorrespondent 


Students 
often question 
themselves as 
to why they ~ 
are in. school. 
Why the hours 
upon hours 
spent on study- 
ing, reading, 
ete. Below I want not to 
it simply share a tremen- 
erience I recently had. 
most of you I am a 
| Essex full time student. I 
semesters away from get- 
my degree in 
unication/Broadcasting. 
ilar, to some of you I have a 
cult time focusing on the short 
me aspect of my studies, for I can- 
ot wait to be done with school and 

my true life and career. 

hi have a dream started very 
oung and I believe that ones dream 
nd goals should never be seen as an 
ding point, but rather a lifestyle. 
ough I do not know eventually 
lat my full time career will be I 
W that I have a dream to present 
© truth I know to a Mass Media 
vel. As a Christian, who loves the 
ainment business, films, and 
ple I dream to combine all those 
pects of my life and make it my 


uct is a beautiful mish mash of 
Japanese manga aesthetic and 
decidedly Western humor and story 
topped off with classic video game 
references.. Granted it isn't 
“Watchmen,” but I know what 
you're thinking: this is pure genius. 
But what you really want to 
know is if the series hasn't lost any 
of its charm or humor over the 
downtime in between books so I am 
more than happy to say that “Scott 
Pilgrim vs. the Universe” does not 


_ disappoint. However this is my dis- 


claimer, despite that this book will 
have you cracking up I thought it 
wasn't as funny as the last edition. 

This shouldn't detract fans from 
reading it however, as “Scott 
Pilgrim gets it together” was possi- 
bly the funniest book in the series 
and featured some of the most unex- 
pected plot twists (it also doesn't 
help that I'm biased towards the 
fourth book, it's my favorite). _ 

All the witty dialogue, video 
game references and great charac- 
ters are still here, but I think that 
this book was meant to show not all 
is well within the Scott Pilgrim uni- 
verse and it hints at what possibly 
will happen to Scott's band, the 
aptly titled “Sex Bob-Omb” and his 
future with Ramona (I don't know if 
this qualifies as a spoiler, but look 
out for one of Wallace Well's 


career. 
Family/Faith Based films have 


- recently been growing ever more 


popular with major film companies 
such as Sony. The most recent and 
greatest example would be the film 
“Fireproof”. The Kirk Cameron 
(Growing Pains) starred, Christian- 
centered, film “Fireproof” far 
exceeded expectations at the Box 
Office when it was released in fall 
‘08. With a budget of about 
$500,000, and little advertisement 


‘to speak of, rounded up an impres- 


sive $35 million by the time it com- 
pleted its-run in the theaters. 

- Another independent faith based 
film company, PureFlix, has also 
been getting some recognition. In 
fact Sony will be releasing PureFlix 
new film “To The Wall” starring 
Stephen Baldwin (Bio- Dome, The 
Celebrity Apprentice) during the 
fall. 

Through various connections I 
recently obtained the opportunity to 
be a production assistant (P.A.) on 
the set of PureFlix latest feature film 
called “Sarah's Choice”. In the 
beginning of this school semester I 
flew out to Los Angeles for 2 weeks. 
Clearly this being my first time on a 
film set I was extremely excited. In 
Short I have- had a very difficult 
time describing the experience I had 
out there. 

Due to the film being small 
budget feature we didn't shoot in 
one film studio. Instead we filmed 
all around various parts of 
California from a parking garage at 
the Four Seasons in L.A. to a gor- 


cott Pilgrim rules your time 
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Scott Pilgrim is back and ready for action but his relationship with Ramona is 
starting to loom over his head. 


remarks as it can possibly be a clue 
as to what will happen in our hero's 
love life). That and what happens at 
the very end of the book will defi- 
nitely have readers waiting for some 
kind of closure. 

With only one book left to com- 
plete the series and the last evil 
boyfriend left to defeat, right now 
I'm torn between feeling excited 


geous house in Burbank; and even 
Geoffrey's a famous restaurant 
located right on the coast of Malibu. 
I even lived in that same house we 
shot at with the director, one of the 
producers, and other crewmembers. 


. The was located in the middle of all 


the major T.V. production studios 
such as NBC and ABC, so it was a 
pretty inspiring place to live. 

As a P.A. (especially a first- 


I hope to get the message across that we 
students at NECC are working for a 


anticipating the next book and a 
deep sadness knowing that the 
series will soon come to a close and 
I'm not quite ready to give up read- 
ing about my favorite Canadian 


‘man-child and his assorted cast of 


weird but endearing friends. 

I'm guessing that the sixth 
entry will be out some time later 
this year so it can coincide with the 


Enough), Rebecca St. James (a 
world known Grammy award win- 
ning Christian recording artist), and 
Stacy Keenan (My Two Dads, Step 
by Step). I was not “star struck” just 
completely honored and encouraged 
by them. Plus now I can say I am a 
friend of the king from “Space 
Balls”. The film was a quick shoot. 
However even though we shot the 
film in 11 days each workday was at 


degree very precious... 


timer who practically knew nothing 
about movie making) the job is 
extraneous. We are the first ones 
there and the last to leave. The P.A. 
does whatever is asked of them from 
getting a star their cup of coffee to 
moving heavy equipment in -the 
pouring rain. P.A.'s constantly on his 
or her feet’ taking care of everyone 
from cast to crew. Though the work 
was grueling it was quite rewarding 
because I got so much time to spend 
with everyone. The crew I met who 
took the time to show me the ropes 
of movie making. My favorite ‘part 
was interacting and assisting some 
great stars of the film such as Dick 
Van Patten (Space Balls, Robin 
Hood Men In Tights, Eight is 


, 


least 13 hours long. While trying to 
learn everything I could I was run- 
ning on barely any sleep and trying 
to do my job with perfectionism. 
Though I have much to learn I was 
totally bit by the bug, and I'm hope- 


. fully heading out to Mexico in 


March to shoot another film. 

The only harsh reality is the fact 
I still have a long journey to com- 
plete school. I missed over 1 weeks 
worth of classes and though my 
teachers have been gracious [ still 
had to keep up with the reading and 
assignments. I can say that has been 
the most difficult aspect of my expe- 
rience. How can one second some- 
one go launch their career in L.A. 
then come back to freezing New 


release of the live action film “Scott 
Pilgrim vs. the World” which will 
begin shooting in March and is 
being directed by Edgar Wright of 
“Shaun of the Dead” and “Hot 
Fuzz” fame and will star Michael 
Cera as Scott. Well at least I'll have 
two things to look forward to now; I 
just wish that I wouldn't have to 
wait for so long. 


fork hard to live among stars 


England and continue their educa- 
tion at NECC. 

Some of the crew I worked with 
was my age. They were wonderful 
people and helped me out a lot. 
There was one difference between 
us though; it was the fact they only 
went to a 6month films school and 
they were already living the 
“Hollywood dream”. Where as I'm 
still in school and I can't yet have 

the successes they are enjoying 
because of my obligation to 
school. However many of the 
older actors and producers I met 
encouraged me and reminded me 
that it is extremely important to 
continue on and get my degree. 
Prof Linda Bisesti who was not 
only an actress in the film but the 
head of the theater program at 
Cal Poly Pomona University 
said, “You need to understand the 
importance of continuing your stay 
in school”. I share this openly here 
because I feel most of us are on the 
same road. It is tough to be for us to 
be here in NECC always wondering 
where we will end up. 

I had the most wonderful experi- 
ence of my life. And I want that 
wonderful feeling to continue, so I 
will absolutely stay in school and 
finish my education. I hope some of 
you will be blessed to have experi- 
ences like I have had, but more 
importantly I hope to get the mes- 
sage across that we students here at 
NECC are working for a degree 
very precious and hard to obtain but 
so worth the hard work and long 
wait. , 


BN ax 
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You can’t read all of this document. 


| 


The government won’t tell you why. 


| 


| 


There are millions of documents like this one. 


r 
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Few of them pertain to national security. 
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In a democratic society, is that right? 
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A-Rod on the hot seat 
as he admits to his 
‘own wrong doings 


‘By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 


Brei nog 
born in 1984, 
I was able to 
follow _ the 
sport of base- 
ball since the 
pearly 90’s, 
with a clear 
understand- 
: ing of game 
rules, strategies and the ability to 
evaluate or judge player talent. 
Not evaluate with the talent of a 
professional scout but of that of a 
keen observer. With that said, 
during that time period there was 
only one player that stood out as 
someone that would change the 
game of baseball forever. That 
man was Ken Griffey Jr. A left- 
handed power threat whos stroke 
was a thing a beauty. Smooth, 
fluent and ferociously fast his 
swing defied physics. If point A 
represents the start of a swing 
and point B represents the end of 
it, then the shortest distance 
between those two points is 
defined : Griffey. 

He had been playing in the 
Majors with the Seattle Mariners 


‘since 1989 at age 19. His father. 


Ken Griffey. Sr. was also a pro- 
fessional slugger and the genes 
spread hereditarily. He was on 
pace to shatter every record base- 
ball had ever known until, what I 
consider the worst string of 
injuries to the most promising 
player to ever play a sport. 

In 2001, after leaving Seattle 
to play in Cincinatti, “Kid” 


Griffey broke down, he would 
miss 421 games over the next six 
seasons and after hitting 438 
home runs over the first 12 sea- 
sons of his career, he has only hit 
173 since (8 seasons). With Ken 
Griffey no longer in contention 
to be baseball’s savior, we as 
fans turned our attention to 
another young phenom. A guy 
who emerged as an All American 
High School athlete from Florida 
at age 18 and was instantly draft- 
ed and signed to play along side 
Ken Griffey Jr. in Seattle, this, of 
course, was Alex Rodriguez. 
Who better to take over Juniors 
role as the “promised one” than a 
teammate he could help mentor. 
A-Rod would soon _ replace 
Griffey as the future of baseball, 
the player with the most potential 
to hold the greatest statistical 
career of all time. % 
Baseball has been a sport 
plagued. with its “era’s” such as 
the “dead ball” era and what we 
are now engulfed in, the 
“steroid” era. Steroid talk has 
been looming around baseball 
since the late 90’s when Mark 
McGwire and Sammy Sosa 
simultaneously shattered Roger 
Maris home run record of 61. A- 
Rod managed to avoid all the talk 
until last week when the baseball 
world was rocked at his admis- 
sion of taking a banned sub- 
stance. A generation of disap- 
pointed fans now deals with the 
aftermath of another hopeful 
contender turned pretender as I 
did with Griffey. Looking back 
today, leaving Seattle was the 
worst thing that could have hap- 
pened to either one of them. 
Alex Rodriquez’s self pro- 
claimed “best seasons” were in 
1996 and 2007. In 1996 at age 
20, A-Rod was named second to 
future teammate Juan Gonzalez 


in the MVP voting. He batted 
.358 with 36 home runs and 123 
RBI’s, in ’07 he hit 54 home runs 
and knocked in another 156 runs. 
Depsite having the makeup of a 
future idol, Rodriguez has admit- 
ted to taking the performance 
enhancing drug “Primobolan” 
from 2001-2003, the three sea- 
sons he played with the Texas 
Rangers. In an interview with 
ESPN’s famed reported Peter 
Gammons, Alex explained his 
side of the story, in attempt to 
make amense with the people he 
let down the most, us. 


Alex attributed his actions to 
the culture back then, calling it a 
very “loosey-goosey era” in 
which “a lot of players were 
doing a lot of things... back then 
you could walk into a GNC and 
get four or five different products 
today that would probably trigger 
a positive test,” he continued. “I 
got caught up in this ‘every- 
body’s doing it” era”. Rodriguez 
explained. To his credit that 
seems like the most truthful com- 
ment he had made. Imagine join- 
ing a team that already had the 
notable names of juice junkies 


—— 


You know, back then you could walk in 
GNC and get four or five different 
products that would probably trigger a 


positive test. 


— Alex Rodriguez 


When A-Rod was signed by 
Texas for $262 million dollars, it 
was by far and away the largest 
salary for any athlete in any 
sport. The pressure of being the 
highest paid athlete in the world 
got to him. : 

“When I arrived in Texas in 
2001, I felt an enormous amount 
of pressure. I felt like I had .all 
the weight of the world on top of 
me, and I needed to perform, and 
perform at a high level every- 
day... I was young, I was stupid, 
I was naive and I wanted to prove 
to everyone that I was worth 
being one of the greatest players 
of all time.” Alex told Gammons. 


MCTCampus photo 


‘A look of humilty, frustration and embarrassment covers the face of Alex 
| Rodriguez as he fields questions pertaining to his admission of using a banned 
‘substance over the span of three seasons. 


like Rafael Palmero, Juan 
Gonzalez, Ken Caminiti and John 
Rocker, I'd say it was pretty 
prevalent in the Texas clubhouse 
at the time. He made a mistake 
for 3 years of his career, he asks 
that we judge him based on his 
years outside the Lone Star State, 
by the time A-Rod retires, he 
expects to have 14 untainted sea- 
sons after Texas to win back our 
respect. Ultimately A-Rod seeks 
forgiveness and hopes this whole 
situation will fade gradually like 
the pain of a pulled of band-aid, 
an initial sting into gradual 
acceptance. 

“T think any time you put the 
truth out there, I think it’s very 
painful in the beginning, but I 


- think at the end of the tunnel 


there will be light. And you 
know, I think the more that that 
happens, the more light will be 
revealed at the end of the tunnel 
for baseball as well... I feel the 
truth will always set you free.” 
Alex concluded. 

Despite the fact that he 
admitted to tainting the game, A- 
Rod could have let the entire sit- 
uation work itself out as we have 
watched the others in the past 
such as Barry Bonds, Roger 
Clemens and all the other ball 
players who’s names have been 
thrown out in steroid talks. As 
much as we would like to consid- 
er Rodriguez baseballs villain at 
the moment, it should be any- 
thing but. Over a hundred players 
appeared on the same list as 
Rodriguez, considering his status 
as the games most elite player, he 
was also the only person on the 
list to be exposed. So Alex isn’t 
the only player in the league who 
did something they weren’t sup- 
posed to, but he is one of the only 
players to admit what he did 
wrong. How many times did we 
have to listen to Rafael Palmero 
lie infront of Congress?. How 
many times has Mark McGwire 
refused to answer any questions 
about his past? These guys are 
the ones that we should look 
down on. Barry Bonds will be 
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going to prison for purgery by 
the time his saga concludes and 
ultimately he lied for nothing 
because there will always be a 
cloud hanging over him. 
Although Barry has not and prob- 
ably wont ever admit to taking 
steroids, it has been embedded in 
our minds that he has. Its apart of 
our culture now. In Rush Hour 3, 
Chris Tucker’s character had a 
run in with an abnormally large 
Chinaman whom he refered to 
being on steroids and having “ a 
head like Barry Bonds”. At the 
risk of turning himself into a 
punchline A-Rod still manned up 
and admitted what no one had 
done before, granted maybe he 
did it to be politically correct. Or 
maybe he omitted certain details 
that might affect the way we per- 


‘ceive him but he still did it. He 


might have made a mockery of 
the game but he at least tried to 
restore some integrity back at the 
same time. It is a tough ordeal to 
be a part of but in making the 
best of a bad situation Rodriguez 
has succeeded where all others 
left baseball to die. Even though 
I consider. A-Rod your classic 
antagonist, he did what he need- 
ed to do to resolve the situation 
and get people focuses back on 
the game of baseball. There is no 
doubt that baseball fans want to 
see action. They. want home runs, 
they want to see balls soaring 
majestically through the air at 
hundreds of feet per second. If 
baseball was about singles and 
Strikeouts, its fan base would 
drop drastically. The best way to 
relate this idea is from an episode 
of “The Simpsons” staring Mark 
McGwire. Major League 
Baseball had been using satel- 
lites to spy on the country and 
McGwire poses. as _ their 
spokesperson. He asks the town 
of Springfield if they would 
rather hear the cold, hard, fright- 
ening truth behind the great inva- 
sion or would they just rather see 
him hit a few dingers. They 
crowd joyfully responds 
“DINGERS! DINGERS!” Players 
that take steroids to give the fans 
what they want to see may have 
justification in their logic and 
reasoning but are still breaking 
the rules. Baseball will be judge 
because of these people, but we 
are the ones doing the judging. 
So you can take it for what it is, 
players trying to get the advan- 
tage over others, everyone trying 
to be the best at what they do, but 
keep in mind, they’re doing it for 
us. To perform up to the stan- 
dards we as fans have set for 
them. We will always be highly 
critical and skeptical of players 
like Alex Rodriguez, but should 
we be? Is A-Rod the villain that 
tarnished the image of baseball 
or was he just another name on a 
long list that of people that have 
been cheating the game for 
years? We as the fans have 
already written him off as the bad 
guy, but every point has a coun- 
terpoint, and by his own admis- 
sion -of guilt, I think Alex 
Rodriguez saved the game of 
baseball from certain destruction 
and made me believe there is still 
some integrity left in America’s 
pastime. 
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Free broadcast of 
UFC 95 delivers the 
goods for MMA fans 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinion Editor 
It’s a pretty 
good time to be 
a MMA (mixed 
martial arts) 


fan right now. 
This was never 
more evident 
than on 
Saturday Feb. 
21 when the 

Z ee fans were treat- 
ed with a free broadcast of UFC 95 
live from London England. 

The event which has headlined 
by the lightweight debut of former 
- welterweight Diego “Nightmare” 
Sanchez who locked horns with for- 
mer title contender Joe “Daddy” 
Stevenson was memorable for being 
the only card since UFC 84 last May 
to feature six first round stoppages. 

Sanchez and Stevenson wasted 
no time and quickly went after each 
other after much pre fight trash talk- 
ing have been made. I have to say 
Sanchez definitely backed up all of 
his hype with very a very well round- 
ed attack and excellent kickboxing 
that left Stevenson on the defensive 
for most of the fight. The cut from 
170 to 155 pounds definitely had no 
effect on Sanchez’s always top condi- 
tioning. Sanchez wants lightweight 
champion BJ Penn next but he has to 
remember that there are a lot of 
excellent lightweights out there who 
are also eager to get their chance at 
the title, chiefly Kenny Florian who 
seems poised to be the next champ 
and has thrown down with Sanchez 
in the past. The competition at light- 
weight is just as stiff if not more than 


it was at welterweight 

In the event opener the charis- 
matic Josh Koscheck welcomed 
Brazilian Paulo Thiago to the UFC 
octagon. Koscheck was controlling 
the bout utilizing his much improved 
striking game (which is starting to 
resemble Chuck Liddell’s) until he 
got caught with a beautiful uppercut 
left hook combination by Thiago who 
was never known for his striking. It 
should also be worth noting that 
Thiago did get a little help from ref- 
eree Mare Goddard who stopped the 
bout prematurely in my opinion. 

Next was undefeated mid- 
dleweight Brazilian Jiu Jitsu ace 
Demian Maia taking on grizzled 
UFC and WEC veteran Chael 
Sonnen. The both had a brief feeling 
out period before Maia scored a take- 
down and quickly scored a triangle 
choke from mount and rolled into 
onto his back locking it in forcing the 
tap out from Sonnen. Sonnen 
becomes the fifth victim to fall 
before Maia’s flawless grappling and 
eared the Brazilian his fifth submis- 
sion of the night award which have 
made him $215,000 in bonus money 
alone. 

Controversial stoppages and sub- 
missions aside the next two bouts 
ended with two very emphatic 
knockouts. First was middleweight 
contender and world tested Nate 
Marquardt who dropped the always 


barrage of strikes. Marquardt is def- 
initely making a very convincing 
case for a rematch with middleweight 


Te GS eee 


Sanchez and Stevenson wasted no time 
and quickly went after each other after 
much pre fight trash talk had been 


made. 


tough Wilson Gouveia with a crisp 
flying knee and followed it up with a 


champion Anderson Silva with two 
impressive knockouts in a row. Then 


Money Ramirez 


Even after switching 
teams Manny is still 


ego driven 
By CESAR SEGURA 
News Editor 
It seems 
Manny _—' will 
always be 


“Manny” as 
we will never 
be able to 
understand 
him. After a 
problematic 
start with the Boston Red Sox, it 
was obvious that a change was 
going to take place. 

Manny got traded to the Los 
Angeles Dodgers, last September 
and appeared have had one of the 
best seasons of his life. He was 
well received in Los Angeles and 
people glorified him at every at bat. 
In the 53 games that Manny 
Ramirez played as a Dodger he 
ended up hitting 17 homeruns and 
53 runs batted-in. 

It appears now Manny isn’t sat- 
isfied with the millionaire contract 
that the Dodgers are offering him. 
Manny said, he’s only accepting 4- 


The Los Angeles Dodgers 


( 


Ch, 
are still interested but 


Manny is looking for “greener” pastures 


year contracts. He’s also willing to 
accept a 3-year contract if: the 
salary is high enough. 

Dodgers had offered him a 2- 
year $45 million contract, but 
Manny refused. Rumors say that 
Manny Ramirez and the Dodgers 
are working on a possible 3-year 
$70 million contract. 

The only other major league 


MCT campus photo 
that has shown interest in Manny is 
the San Francisco Giants. But 
despite the Giants have shown 
interest in Manny they are holding 
back until Manny resolves his 
Dodger situation. Meanwhile the 
Dodger’s manager Joe Torre said 
he is hoping Manny will start in left 
next season. Manny, a “possible” 
hall of famer has 527 homeruns. 


Despite being ranked number four in the welterweight division, Josh Koscheck 
(right) was upset at UFC 95 


it was England’s own Dan “The 
Outlaw” Hardy who was taking on a 
very good striker in Rory Markham 
who is a student at the respected 
Miletich Fifghting Systems. This 
one ended quick as both fighters 
were looking for an explosive finish 
and it was Hardy who delighted his 
hometown audience with a counter 
left hook to Markham’s temple and 
finished up with strikes on the 
ground. — 

Speaking of spectacular knock- 
outs, despite being relegated to fight- 
ing on the undercard Junior Dos 
Santos was able to make quick work 


of his much larger foe in Stefan 


Broken 


Northeastern 
prospect may lose his 


chance at stardom 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinion Editor 


Imagine being a young and opti- 
mistic individual who has everything 
going their way. You feel like you 
earned yourself a better life especial- 
ly after suffering debilitating knee 
injuries and overcoming a brain 
tumor and right before you get to 
reach your goal you are told to quit 
while you’re still ahead. 

In a nutshell that’s what hap- 


Mandeville was no doubt ready for the 
NFL. He stands at 6 foot 7 and weighs | 
257 pounds and accumulated the stats — 
to go along with his hulking frame. 


pened to Brian Mandeville who after 
getting past his injuries and surgeries 
was able to continue to compete for 
Northeastern University and was 
catching the interest of the NFL. 
That’s when the problem came up. 
While preparing to compete at 
the NFL combine at Indianapolis he 
was told by the doctors who per- 


hk 


MCTcampus photo ' 
Struve. Much like in his bout with” 
former top ten heavyweight Fabricio 
Werdum Dos Santos’ boxing was 
able to carry him to an easy knockout 
victory at the 53 second mark of the 
first round. Dod Santos is on his 
way to a promising career within the 
UFC which is trying to rebuild its 
heavyweight division. not bad fora 
guy who has only clocked in 2:15, 
seconds of total octagon time. 
We’ll see if the UFC can top this 
solid broadcast with there next free 
event which is UFC Fight Night: 
Condit vs. Kampmann on April 1. 


dream: 


formed the routine tests that he was! 
suffering of heart valve problem that 
would not allow him to continue to’ 
play football. 1 

Mandeville was no doubt ready 
for the NFL. He stands at 6 foot 7 
and weighs 257 pounds and accumu-| 
lated the stats to go along with his’ 
hulking frame. He caught 63 passes 
for 863 yards and scored seven touch- 
downs during his . time at 
Northeastern. 

But Mandeville hasn’t given up 
though as his coach Rocky Hager 
said “I text messaged him and he 
texted me back when he was on his) 
way to California to get a second 
opinion. But he understands what’s 
going on. He just wants to find out) 


what it all means and go from there.” 

Even though he keeps his head up} 
it still isn’t clear if any teams will be 
interested if he’s cleared to compete.| 
It would be shame to have all that | 
potential lost due to something he has 
no control over. 


Knights Notebook 


Unity is key for 
Knights in making 


postseason run 


By Curis RYAN 
Correspondent 


the Regional 
Tournament 
playoffs. The 
nights don’t know whom they will 
lay and they don’t know where. All 
hat will be determined when the reg- 
lar season is officially finished and 
he each team is seeded according to 
heir record. The school with the best 
ecord will play host to the regional 
ournament. What the Knights do 
now is how they must perform come 
layoff time. Wright now we’re just 
reparing ourselves mentally because 
vhen we go into the playoffs its one 


and done - if you lose you go home, 
so we. got to come ready to play. 
That’s our mentality right now. We’re 
prepared for the playoffs,” said Leo 
Liriano, starting point guard for 
Northern Essex. Liriano, who leads 
the team in assists with 5.8 dishes per 
game, also emphasized team unity as 
being crucial for a postseason run. 

“We have a good brotherhood on 
the team, we’re always together no 
matter what. If we’re doing bad in a 
game and we’re losing, we’ll stay 
together and we’ll fight through any- 
thing,” Liriano said. 

Northern Essex shooting guard 


‘Ray Cook highlighted how momen- 


tum and a positive team attitude can 
make the difference when it comes to 


propelling a team in a solid postsea-_ 


son stretch. 

“Going into the playoffs we’ve 
won two out of our last three, against 
two good teams, Division II, so we’re 
looking forward to playing. We beat a 
couple teams that we lost’to at first. 
So I’m looking forward to hopefully 
beating everybody we play,” Cook 
said confidently. The most important 
thing for the team: 

“Communication. Making sure 
everyone is on the same page,” Cook 
responded. 


Floor leader and play maker 
Anthony Siri, The Observer’s most 
recent Player of the Week, was short 
with words but high in enthusiasm 
in his statements regarding the 
Knight’s upcoming playoff chances. 

“The team is doing good - hope- 
fully we can beat anybody that 
comes to us,” said the intrepid Siri 
with a pronounced swagger. 
“Hopefully we can go to the next 
level; go to the sweet 16, elite 8, 
everything, beat everybody,” Siri 


added. 


Siri also noted that staying 
together will be the most important 
concer for the Knights’ success. Siri 
leads the team in scoring (19.3 ppg), 


rebounds (8.4 rpg), and steals (2.3 


spg). 

The Knights finished the year at 
14-8 and capped off the regular sea- 
son winning three of their last four 
after a six game win streak that dom- 
inated the month of January. 
Northern Essex is averaging 76 
points per game offensively and are 
allowing 70.8 points per contest on 
the defensive side. 

In just one week we will find out 
how this young, but confident 
Knights team can handle the pressure 
and urgency of playoff basketball. 


Baseball team gears 


up for big swings 


BY BRANDON BERNIER 
Correspondent 


The beginning of second 
emester has started. Which also 
neans a certain NECC athletic 
2am is getting back in the swing 
f things and ready to gear up for 
nother successful baseball sea- 
on. Due to gym occupancy 
aseball had begun their practice 
t six in the morning on Sunday. 
that has not stopped returning 
nfielder Chris Janowicz from 
emaining optimistic. Coming 
ff a 15-14 record from last sea- 
on Janowicz batted .333 and 


[he field may be covered in snow, but that’s not going to stop the the 
Northern Essex Knights from preparing for the upcoming season. Go 
Knights! 


only hopes to improve a 
around. 
“My goal is to get better and 


try to bat .350 this season” he - 


said. 

. When asked how the prac- 
tices are going at the break of 
dawn and what new head coach 
Aaron Hill has them doing he 
responded “tough getting up that 
early, to come to the gym and 
condition, coach wants to make 
sure we are in shape and ready to 
play”. 

Coach Hill knows the history 
of NECC and the tradition it has 
on winning. He hopes to achieve 
the ultimate prize of a champi- 


onship with envisions of going to 
the Community College World 
Series. Not only does Coach Hill 
challenge his students on the 
baseball field but has also 
remained active checking on his 
players in the classroom, which 
has helped players like Janowicz 
by being held accountable. The 
baseball team like any other stu- 
dent at NECC is looking forward 
to spring break. Not only would 
it be the end of those dreadful 
early mornings but also the time 
to pack their suitcases and head 
down south to Maryland to kick 
off their season 
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Weekly Sports Trivia | - 
QUESTIONS: 


1. Who was the first player to ~ 
record a triple-double in the 
NBA All-Star Game? 
2. How many inches high is a 
table tennis net? 
. 3. Who is the only man to serve 
as the first coach for two NBA 


expansion teams? + 
4.What NHL team lost 71 games 
in a season? 
5. Who made 9 three point field 
goals in one playoff game? 
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Mike Lipuma, left, art student of N 


< j 4 f 


orthern Essex Community College, stands with Jessica Lewis, right, Admissions 


Counselor for Monsterrat College of Art, discussing his portfolio that he has created over his young art career. 


Photos by Ryan McBride 


Portfolio Review Day 


By RYAN MCBRIDE 
Staff Writer 


For students follow- 
ing the arts and photog- 
_ taphy, the countless 
_hours of strengthening 
_ our craft and becoming 
worthwhile at our pro- 
_ fession is endless. 

As Pablo Picasso 
would put it, “ Every 
child is an artist. The 
problem is how to remain an artist once we 
grow up.” 

For the students who showed up to this 
portfolio review day, they showed they 
have defied that barrier, and they came 


with their best work, not letting the world 
and its sometimes pessimistic view on art, 
and artists in general, stop them. 

One thing for young artists coming into 
the world of artistry, is your portfolio is 
everything. Never lét anyone tell you dif- 
ferent. It isn’t knowing the side of busi- 
ness, it isn’t wondering how much you are 
going to make. And it certaintly isn’t about 
riches and fame. Should we be naive to 
these statements? Absolutely not, in fact 
you wouldn’t get anywhere without them 
(excluding riches and fame). 

For the young artists who showed 
up to their review, this was it. For some it 
may have been a stepping stone in a prom- 
ised art career, for others it was make or 
break. 


Bart McArthur readies his artwork to be shown to one 
schools attending. és 


Joel Gill, left, Chairperson of Foundation of NHIA, looks over Kim Donahue’s artwork attentively 
as she explains her work. 


of the 


